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Qadaa’ Wa Qadar (Divine Fate and Destiny)
To: Ahmad Nadhif
(Translated)
Question:
Assalaamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakaatuhu
In the book At Tayseer Fi Usool At Tafseer [page 44 Arabic version]:
“Or through definite transmission (Naqli) from Allah (swt) in His Holy Book or from His
Messenger (saw) in his Mutawatir Hadith; like the belief in the Unseen, the Angels, the
previously sent down Books, preceding Prophets, the Last Day and Qadar, its good and bad.
Allah Almighty says in Surat An Nisa’ verse 136 ٌَا َأ ٌَُٓا اَنرٌٍَِ آ َيُُٕا آ ِيُُٕا تِانهَِّ َٔزَسُٕنِِّ َٔانْ ِكتَابِ اَنرِي َ َّزلَ عَهَى
ضمَ ضَهَانًا تَعٍِدًا
َ ْ“ زَسُٕنِِّ َٔانْ ِكتَابِ اَنرِي َأَْ َّزلَ ِيٍْ َق ْثمُ َٔ َيٍْ ٌَكْفُسْ تِانهَِّ َٔيَهَائِ َكتِِّ َٔ ُك ُتثِِّ َٔزُسُهِِّ َٔا ْن ٍَْٕوِ انْآخِسِ فَ َقدO you who
have believed, believe in Allah and His Messengers and the Book that He sent down
upon His Messengers and the Scripture which He sent down before. And whoever
disbelieves in Allah, His angels, His Books. His messengers. And the last Day has
certainly gone far astray.”
The Prophet peace and prayers upon him said in his response to the question by Jibreel
(as) regarding Iman in the Hadith:
«أٌ تؤيٍ تاهلل ٔيالئكتّ ٔكتثّ ٔزسهّ ٔانٍٕو اَخس ٔانقدز خٍسِ ٔشسِ يٍ اهلل
»“ تعانىTo believe in Allah and His Angels and His Books and His Messengers, and the
Last Day and Qadar, its good and its bad is from Allah (swt)”” (End).
I have a question, please clarify if the Hadith mentioned is Mutawtir for it to be built upon as
the evidence for the belief in Qadar, and why was it not mentioned in the book Islamic
Shakhsiya Volume One in the discussion of the Islamic creed? Instead the author of the book,
may Allah’s mercy be on him, said that belief in Qadaa and Qadar is by rational evidence.
Jazak Allah Khair,
Wassalaamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakaatuhu
Answer:
Wa Alaikum us Salaam Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakaatuhu
Before I start to answer the question, I would like to draw your attention to two matters that
may have caused your confusion. These two matters are: Al-Qadar which is mentioned in the
verses and Ahadeeth and the term (Al-Qada’ Wa Al Qadar), they are two subjects not one, the
subject of (Al-Qada’ Wa Al Qadar) which you read in the books “Nitham” (System of Islam) and
“Shaksiyah” (Islamic Personality) is different to the subject (Al-Qadar) mentioned in the Hadith
that you are inquiring about.
Now the answer to your question:
1- What came in the narration of Muslim regarding the saying of the Prophet (saw):
»«أٌ تؤيٍ تاهلل ٔيالئكتّ ٔكتثّ ٔزسهّ ٔانٍٕو اَخس ٔانقدز خٍسِ ٔشسِ يٍ اهلل تعانى

“To believe in Allah and His Angels and His Books and His Messengers, and the Last
Day and Qadar, its good and its bad is from Allah (swt)”
It is not a Mutawatir Hadith but it is Ahad Sahih narration. Despite that to use it as evidence
in the subject you mentioned in your question from the book At Tayseer Fi Usool At Tafseer is
correct, because it is an established evidence for what is being asked to believe in and did not
establish an evidence on the subject that is asked to believe in. Therefore the request to believe
in Islam is because of the Ayat and Ahadeeth from the Messenger (saw) and even by a
message He (saw) sends, the Messenger has sent messages with messengers that he sent to
kings calling them to Islam.
1- But when establishing the argument that Qadar is part of the creed (Aqeedah) and
whoever denies it is a Kaffir, and to prove that it is from the knowledge of Allah (swt), and all
that is written eternally in Al Lawh Al Mahfooz (the Protected Decree), then it is referred to the
definite evidences, and therefore the definite verses regarding Qadar in the meaning of Taqdeer
decree in eternal matters, i.e. Allah knows and has decreed everything on earth and in the
heavens since eternity and is written in the Protected Decree since eternity. From these definite
verses is His (swt) saying:
ٌٍَِإِنَا ايْسََأتَُّ َقدَ ْزََا ِإََٓا نَ ًٍَِ انْغَاتِس
“Except his wife.” Allah decreed that she is of those who remain behind” [Al Hijr: 60]
Qadar in this verse means decree in eternity. And His (swt) saying:
سثُُّ ِإٌَ انهََّ تَانِغُ أَيْ ِسِِ َقدْ جَ َعمَ انهَُّ نِ ُكمِ شًَْءٍ َقدْزًا
ْ ََٔ َيٍْ ٌَ َتَٕ َكمْ عَهَى انهَِّ َف َُٕٓ ح
“And whoever relies upon Allah then he is sufficient for him. Indeed, Allah will
accomplish his purpose. Allah has already set for everything a [decreed] extent.” [AtTalaq: 3]
The meaning of there is a decree for every matter (qadr), i.e. there is a decree and time for
everything which means decree in eternity.
And His (swt) saying:
ٌَُُُٕقمْ َنٍْ ٌُصٍِ َثَُا إِنَا يَا َكتَةَ انهَُّ َنَُا َُْٕ َيْٕنَاََا َٔعَهَى انهَِّ فَ ْه ٍَ َتَٕ َكمِ انْ ًُؤْ ِي
“Say, “Never will we be struck except by what Allah has decreed for us; He is our
protector.” And upon Allah let the believers rely” [At-Tawba: 51]
It means that nothing will befell us except what Allah has decreed for us in eternity and
what He (swt) has decreed upon us, and that we depend on Allah (swt).
And His (swt) saying:
ٍطَُا فًِ انْ ِكتَابِ ِيٍْ شًَْء
ْ َحٍِّْ إِنَا أُيَىٌ أَ ْيثَانُكُىْ يَا فَس
َ جَُا
َ ٍِ دَاتَحٍ فًِ انْؤَ ْزضِ َٔنَا طَائِسٍ ٌَطٍِسُ ت
ْ َٔيَا ِي
“And there is no creature on [or within] the earth or bird that flies with its wings
except [that they are] communities like you. We have not neglected in the Register a
thing. Then unto their Lord they will be gathered” [Al-An’am: 38]
It means that just as your Rizq, life span, and deeds are decreed so has the Rizq, life span,
and deeds of other nations and creations have been decreed, that Allah has not neglected or
left out anything from the Protected Decree, the Book here in the verse is the Protected Decree,
i.e. that everything is written in the Protected Decree which is representing the Knowledge of
Allah (swt).
And His saying (swt):

ٍٍٍٍِ ذَِنكَ َٔنَا أَ ْكثَسُ إِنَا فًِ ِكتَابٍ ُيث
ْ عُُّْ ِيثْقَا ُل ذَ َزجٍ فًِ انسًََأَاخِ َٔنَا فًِ انْؤَ ْزضِ َٔنَا َأصْغَسُ ِي
َ ُعَانِىِ انْ َغٍْةِ نَا ٌَعّْزُب
“[Allah is] the Knower of the Unseen. “Not absent from Him is an atom’s weight
within the heavens or within the earth or [what is] smaller than that or greater except that
it is in a clear register” [Saba’: 3]
I.e it is all written in the Protected Decree which represent the Knowledge of the Almighty
and the same verse is the evidence for it.
3- It is worth mentioning that Qadar in this meaning i.e. the decree in eternity or being
written in the Protected Decree or the Knowledge of Allah that a certain matter will take place,
does not mean to rely on the knowledge of Allah that the action will take place, and not to take
means or causes into consideration, because the Knowledge of Allah is not known to anyone,
so no one knows if it will take place or not. This is why no one knows if something is going to
happen or not happen except after taking the means to do the action and carry it out, and then
the reality will show whether the action will materialize or not. Thus it is incorrect that someone
relies on the Knowledge of Allah and leaves the action. This matter caused confusion among
the Sahaba, so the Prophet (saw) taught them not to rely on Allah’s Knowledge but ordered
them to take the action. Bukahri narrated from Ali (ra):
»َ فَؤَيَا َيٍْ َأعْطَى َٔاتَقَى اٌََح:َ ثُىَ قَسَأ،ٌ اعًَْهُٕا فَ ُكمٌ ُيٍَسَس،َ ال:َ أَالَ َتَ ِكمُ ٌَا زَسُٕلَ انهَِّ؟ قَال:ِجمٌ ِيٍْ انْ َقْٕو
ُ َ«فَقَالَ ز
“A man from the people said: do we not rely (on Allah and not do the work) O
Messenger of Allah? He (saw) said: No. Do the action, all will be made easy. Then He
(saw) recited the verse: “the one who gives and fears Allah” [Al-Lail: 5]
This is clear that the belief in Qadar does not mean reliance without action, because Qadar
and the written decree, i.e. the Knowledge of Allah (swt) is not known by anyone of the
creations, so what do they rely on?
This is why the Prophet (saw) said »“ «الNo” to the one who asked if they should rely on
Allah and not do the work, he told him to abstain from that, and did not stop at that but ordered
him to “work”, this is why belief in Qadar does not mean inaction.
I pray that the answer to your question regarding Qadar is clear.
Your brother,
Ata Bin Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah
7 Shawwal 1436 AH
23 July 2015 CE
The link to the answer from the Ameer’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/Ata.abualrashtah/photos/a.154439224724163.1073741827.1544332
08058098/473968506104565/?type=1&theate
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