g the Generation that Strives for the Highest Ranks in the
Sight of Allah (swt) Alone

RasulAllah (saw) said: Gl play Gl Gay el Alga AL S () by 41 pUG ) Gudl) can
«oadll ) Al 4ls 43l Wiy “Whoever seeks Allah's pleasure by the people s wrath, Allah
will suffice him from the people. And who ever seeks the people's pleasure by Allah's
wrath, Allah will entrust him to the people. And Peace be upon you.” (Tirmidhi)

The goal that Muslims have for every one of their actions is in seeking the Pleasure
(Ridwaan) of Allah (swt) and nothing else. So, whether we fast during the holy month of
Ramadan, perform Salah, seek Islamic knowledge, enjoin the good and forbid the evil, rule
by Islam, undertake fighting in Jihad in the Path of Allah (swt), save a human life, raise
children of tender age that cannot fend for themselves, look after aging, frail and ill parents,
become honest in trading, become kind to animals, trade, cultivate land or undertake
industrial production, we do them all whilst seeking the pleasure of Allah (swt).

Thus, Muslims have that focused goal in seeking the Pleasure (Ridwaan) of Allah (swt)
and not to please his whims and desires, according to what he perceives of worldly benefits.
However, if one’s action becomes corrupted between seeking the pleasure of Allah (swt) and
the pleasure of people, then this act of drawing close to Allah is Haraam, inviting the Wrath of
Allah (swt) upon us!

Allah (swt) said, 40912 P u-'ﬁ‘%o “Those who do good deeds only to be seen (of
men).” [Surah Al-Ma’un 107:6].

Imam at-Tabari commented on this ayah, e osbas ¥ aeY ¢ sha 13 agidlay Gl Gsel s aa "
"agia agisild (jsiagall aal il L dhay Wiy clie e A Yy S5 & “Those who make Salah so that
people see them when they pray, because they do not pray with a desire for a reward, nor a
fear of punishment, instead they perform Salah so that the believers see them and they think
about them.”

The Prophet (saw) said in the hadith of Jandab reported by al-Bukhari, 4 Adl) Al 2aw bay
«4 Al A5 A5 Eas “If anyone works to make people hear him, Allah will make people
hear him and if anybody works so that people will see him, Allah will make people see
him alone.” [Bukhari].

Riyaa’ (showing off) is not piety, for piety is seeking the pleasure of Allah (swt). Riyaa’ is
showing off in order to please the people and achieves nothing but the anger of Allah (svvt)
RasuAllah (saw) said, ebj ce.\;)ﬂ ul.h.wd\ &u\ﬁu .\y.u&ﬁ ULAJJ\ A3 AN fyad c;\)ﬂ\ R ULAJJ\ Al 5-’3 UJSA»
MMJAAJAMU‘UAAUJQ umLﬂlSA.uu.\uyduM\J Ll J.\.Ayua.\m)&{g).d\ UMJQ.L.I@J suy.\.N\
«pia S 06 $agie 5l Go 1118 Gt 318 5330 “At the end of the time, there will be the worms
of (Qur’an) reciters. So, whomever lived at that time, let him seek refuge in Allah from
the cursed Shaytan and from those (reciters), for they are the most rotten. Then there
will appear hooded garments, and at that time they will have no shame from
committing Riyaa’. The one who holds to his Deen during that period will be like the
one who holds his hand on a live coal, and the one who holds to his Deen will have
the reward of fifty men. The Sahaba asked: Will they be like fifty of them or us? He said:
Fifty of you.” [Al-Haakim]

Therefore, the one who yearns for a high rank with Allah (swt) cares not for how people
perceive his good deeds. The one who is truly driven by Tagwa will enjoin the good and
forbid the evil, regardless of whether the people are pleased with him doing so or not. He



who will speak the truth firmly and act decisively to account the people and the rulers
regardless of the blame of the blamers.

So, those who seek the pleasure of Allah will not bother about the false accusations of
the people for they will avoid being a people pleaser and having a fear of rocking the boat
mentality which can result in the fear of being accused or stereotyped by people in society as
an extremist, fundamentalist and so on. Knowing that this false negative portrayal of Muslims
by the Kuffar West is constantly produced through whatever mode and means are available
to it.

Then there is the status quo in general in Capitalist societies which is according to your
status based on wealth, or lineage, or access to power and privilege. Such a ranking can
either prevent the one who perceives himself to be of a higher status than others from
listening to good advice from others or it can also prevent the one who perceives himself of a
lesser status from accounting others for their wrongs.

Allah (swt) said, A Al Sie a&a 0 &) 1 g8 laa Jichy gl aklleay Al 5 83 oa S8R ) Gl i G
§omA e aly &) “O mankind, truly We have created you from male and female and made

you into nations and tribes that you may know one another. Truly, the most
honourable of you with Allah are those with the most Tagwa. Truly, Allah is Knowing
and Acquainted.” [Al-Hujurat 49:13]

Thus, the believer discards worldly ambitions, and fixes his gaze firmly on seeking the
pleasure of Allah (swt) and the Akhirah, establishing his relations based on Islam, without
consideration of lineage or wealth.

RasulAllah (saw) said, Ll 9,9-1 uwu ] ,»sq.hm ;L\g.u ¥5 sl b Ly 4l sie e S»
d\y\ YJ?@.\.\J?IAJ\J.G u.b MJ\ CJJJ \3.:1;.: e‘gﬁ ?A» d\ﬁ “?a uALUm c\ﬂ\ d}u)l_\ \Jﬂa «uJLuA.U\ w*’l&u
u‘ Y\%MY\ XY 58 () UJA\.\\ Ssi5aa ¥ Gl Gd \.\\ Ugﬁlm‘i Jyu.b *\3)345 T REY) u\ A.U\ﬁ g shlat
€GOS b V) ale G Y 4 £W3 “There are people from the servants of Allah who are

neither Prophets nor Shuhadaa - the Prophets and Shuhadaa will envy them on the
Day of Resurrection for their status with Allah (swt). The Sahaba asked: Tell us, O
Messenger of Allah, who are they? He replied: They are people who love one another for
the spirit of Allah (meaning, the Quran) without having any mutual kinship or
exchange of property. | swear by Allah, their faces will glow and they will be sitting on
thrones of light. They will have no fear (on that Day) when the people will be afraid,
and they will not grieve (on that Day) when the people will grieve.” Then he (saw)
recited the verse: “Truly, the Awliyaa’ (allies/friends) of Allah will not fear, nor shall they
grieve.” [Abu Dawud]

Therefore, even though such believers are not better than the Prophets or the
Shuhadaa, they will have such honour that even the Prophets and the Shuhadaa will
acknowledge their high rank. So, let each believer play his part during this Blessed month of
Ramadan, and in the many months and years ahead, in laying the firm foundation for a new
era of the rise of Islam, forming the generation that strives for the highest ranks in the sight of
Allah (swt) Alone.
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