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Return of the Khilafah is the Greatest Obligation of this Deen
Al-Waie Magazine Issue 43, 9 November 1990

The research below is taken from the pamphlet written by Sheikh ‘Ali Belhadj. He is one
of the leaders of the Islamic Salvation Front in Algeria. Some regard him as the second man
after the party’s leader ‘Abbasi Madani. The pamphlet is entitled as “A Warning the Heedless
and Information for the Unaware that the Return of Khilafah is the Greatest Obligation of this
Deen.” Al-Waie Magazine sees this research of great value to make Muslims aware. It thus
decided to publish this as a contribution to spreading the Message of Islam.

As a significant side, we wish to draw attention of those who say: “There is no sin for the
Muslims who cannot appoint the Khalifah (caliph) as Allah (swt) says, ¢ a3 V) Ul g Gl Y ¥

“‘Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity.” [TMQ Surah al-
Bagarah 2:286].” We wish to draw attention to them by saying that Muslims of today can
appoint a Khalifah if they are serious about it. If they are heedless of this obligation, citing the
fatwas of those who say it is not an obligation, and if most of them remain negligent to the
matter of this obligation, then appointing the Khalifah will be delayed. No one will be
absolved from the sin of Muslims without a Khalifah except those who diligently work to
appoint him.

If Muslims cannot appoint a Khalifah immediately, it is upon them to work continuously to
prepare the causes, removing the obstacles and putting matters in order, even if it takes
many years. The Prophet (saw) continuously worked with his Companions (ra) for thirteen
years with diligence until he (saw) was able to take authority and establish the state in Al-
Madinah Al-Munawarrah.

As for the saying that Muslims are not capable today, and thus Allah will not charge them
with the work of establishing the Khilafah, this statement is absolutely wrong. A Muslim will
not be absolved from the sin if he follows such a statement as the statement contradicts with
the clear verses, sound Ahadith, the Unanimous Consensus of the Companions (ra) of the
Prophet (saw) and the statements of noble leaders and ‘Ulema over the generations.

The following is the research of the eminent ‘Aalim, Ali Belhadj:

Nothing is more comforting for the soul, more appealing to the eyes and more gratifying
for the hearts than seeing the youth who work with unparalleled enthusiasm to revive the
effaced Sunnah and to suppress the reprehensible evil that is widespread here and there.
How blessed are they and their place of return! Would they stand shoulder to shoulder with
grandfathers to revive the great obligations of the Deen, the obligation without which there is
no establishment of the Deen; they would have combined two virtues. One of them is greater
in reward and nobler in its value, whilst the second cannot be achieved without the first. The
Messenger of Allah (saw) was keen on reviving the obligations, whose features were
destroyed by Jews, and when he (saw) was successful in reviving those, he would praise
Allah (swt) much.

It is reported in Sahih Muslim from Ba’ra bin A’dib who said: There happened to pass by
Allah’s Messenger (saw) a blackened and lashed (as pumshment) Jew. Allah’s Messenger
(saw) called them (the Jews) and said, «(_9-")3‘ A A& L8 G ghad 13y “Did you find this in your
Book (the Torah) as the punishment for the adulterer’P” They said: Yes. He (saw) called
one of the scholars from amongst them and said: 3a ¢S 1R g ga 31558 o5 s Al LR
«gebl‘ ‘I ask you in the name of Allah (swt) Who sent down the Torah on Moses, if that
is the prescribed punishment for adultery that you find in your Book.” He said: “No.
Had you not asked me in the name of Allah, | would not have given you this information. We
find stoning to death (as punishment prescribed in the Torah). But this (crime) became quite
common amongst our aristocratic class. So when we caught hold of any rich person
(indulging in this offence) we spared him, but when we caught hold of a helpless person we
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imposed the prescribed punishment upon him. We then said: Let us agree (on a punishment)
which we can inflict both upon the rich and the poor. So we decided to blacken the face with
coal and flog as a substitute punishment for stoning”. Thereupon Allah’s Messenger (saw)
said: « sgilal 3 djal LAl Ga J3 ) al» “O Allah, | am the first to revive your command, when
they had made it dead.” Then the Prophet (saw) commanded the person to be stoned. (lbn
Maajah) End quote.

What a victory for those who work to revive the greatest obligations and all of the
honorable Sunnah! There is no doubt amongst the people of knowledge that the greatest
obligation is the obligation (fard) of the Khilafah, which we must work tirelessly to revive and
remind of its importance, as without it, neither is the Deen established nor the worldly affairs.

How can the Khilafah (Caliphate) upon the Method of Prophethood not be, when the
‘Ulema and the knowledgeable of Islam agree that Khilafah is the fundamental obligation
amongst the obligations of this noble Deen. Moreover, it is the greatest obligation upon which
all the other obligations depend. Abstention from establishing this obligation is amongst the
major sins. All the losses, diversions, differences and conflicts that emerge amongst
Muslims, both as individuals and as an Islamic people amongst nations, are nothing but
through the negligence of Muslims in establishing this greatest obligation. It is mandatory to
leave this reality and the grave consequences resulting from the fall of Khilafah.

Sheikh Abdur Rahman Abdul Khalig says in his book bl Jeall 5 ¢ salisdll “Muslims and the
Political Action,” page 13:
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“‘But after the fall of the last Sultan of the Ottoman dynasty (1345 Hijri/ 1927 CE), the
Islamic Khilafah, which lasted for thirteen centuries, Muslims in their Islamic lands faced

unprecedented circumstances, unlike those in previous centuries. The most important
differences between the current and past situations are as follows:

1- The Islamic Ummah was divided into several geographic regions, with most of the
regions under the authority of disbelieving enemies such as England, France, Italy, Holland
and Russia.

2- The Kuffar established governments in each region, subordinate to them, from the
people of the regions who obey their command, who are able to control the situations in the
land.

3- The Kuffar began replacing the Islamic laws and systems that were implemented upon
the people’s life with the Kufr laws and systems of their own.

4- The Kuffar deliberately changed educational curricula to raise new generations who
believe in the Western concept of life and are hostile to the Islamic belief and Shariah.

5- The Islamic Khilafah was abolished once and for all, whilst the work to restore it and
the call for it became a crime, punishable by law.



6- The capabilities of Muslims, their wealth and their resources were plundered by the
colonialist kafir, who exploited them greatly and humiliated the Muslims with the greatest of
humiliations.

Let all the Muslims know, wherever they are found, that the enemies of Islam have
exerted great efforts to overthrow the Islamic Khilafah and made it amongst their infernal
plans.” End Quote.

Jalal Al-Alim said in his book 4lal sauf 23LY) 15 52 “Destroy Islam, Exterminate its People” p-
48,
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“Firstly: Elimination of the Islamic rulings by ending the Islamic Khilafah represented by
the Ottoman state, which, despite its rulings being far from the spirit of Islam, the enemies
were afraid of in case this Khilafah would formally turn into a real Khilafah that is a
dangerous threat... When the Lausanne Conference was held to form a peace treaty
between the warring nations, England stipulated Turkey that it will not withdraw from its
lands, except after the implementation of the following conditions:

1- To abolish the Islamic Khilafah and to expel the Khaleefah, his sources and wealth
from Turkey.

2- Turkey must undertake to subjugate every movement formed by the supporters of
Khilafah.

3- Turkey must cut its relation with Islam.
4- The civil constitution must be chosen for Turkey, instead of its own rulings from Islam.

So Kamal Ataturk implemented the above conditions and thus the occupying nations
withdrew from Turkey. When Curzon, the Foreign Minister of England, stood in the British
House of Commons, reviewing what happened with Turkey, some of the British
representatives objected violently to Curzon. They postulated about Britain's recognition of
the independence of Turkey, which could potentially unify other Islamic peoples, once again,
to attack the West. Curzon responded by saying: “We have destroyed Turkey and it shall
never rise again, because we have destroyed its spiritual power, the Caliphate and Islam”.
Thus all the English representatives applauded, whilst the opposition fell silent.” End Quote.

Evidence for the Obligation of Khilafah:

Who amongst us cannot know that establishing the Khilafah (Caliphate) upon the Method
of Prophethood is of the greatest obligations of the Deen, whilst it is affirmed by the creed of
Ahl us-Sunnah wal Jama'ah and whilst its validity is evidenced by Quran, Sunnah and the
Principles of Figh?



1- From the Noble Quran:
Allah (swt) said, Gl & &) Jidly 158808 & el G 2aa 1313 Gl ) i) 1536 & sy Sy
§) ey Bgan (S &) &) 4 A& “Indeed, Allah commands you to render trusts to whom they

are due and when you judge between people, to judge with justice. Excellent is that
which Allah instructs you. Indeed, Allah is ever Hearing and Seeing.” [TMQ Surah
Nis’aa 4: 58].

Manna Khalil al-Qata’ (page 301) wrote about the obligation of implementing the Shariah.
Arg iy aSally il Ang il 5 Al Cpalls (LY aan 8 dle 135 Lelal ) bl elaly eVl ldadl) an g5 i
Ll .. “...the address (of Shaari) directs the command of fulfilling the trusts (Amanah) upon its
people. This address is general for all the trusts. Thus Deen is a trust, Shariah is a trust and
Hukm Shariah is a trust...” End Quote.

Ibn Jareer, in his Tafseer of this verse, brings many narrations saying that the verses
were revealed about those in authority. Ibn Jareer said, “Musan bin Sa'd reported from Ali
(ra) who said, &l 4 )saals G Gl e (a8 b Jad 138 L) 635 Gl ) O3 ey &5 3 QLY e Ga
1523 13) ) shad Gl s ) saadad “It is the right upon the Imam to rule by all that Allah (swt) has revealed
and to fulfill the Amana (trust). Only when he does so, is it a right upon the people to hear
and obey him and to answer his call.”

Ibn Jareer also said, “The best of these statements are correct such as the statement of
the one who said, 4le | siahil Lo aed sin 5 g (o el 1515 (e Al ALY olaly ralusall ) sal 35 51 ) o ok 58
L gy agin andll s dpzalll & agin Jaall aa ) 5el 0 “The verse is the Address from Allah to those in
authority over the affairs of Muslims to honor the trust which they are entrusted by the
people, the rights of people and what they are entrusted in the affairs with justice amongst
them, in terms of equity and justice amongst them.” Ibn Taymiya has precious words about
the meaning of this verse that are similar, which can be seen at a glance in his book 4wl
4e il “The Policy of Shariah,” pages 6-7.

Allah (sWt) said, ) 5538 s(rh b a3 G akia a1 A5l Ogmdl 1 ghulaly 0 ) gaodel ) glal (il iy
§3g5 (aly A 3 AW a5y Al ste’sh A8 () Jsu3lls & “O you who have believed, obey Allah
and obey the Messenger and those in authority among you. And if you disagree over
anything, refer it to Allah and the Messenger, if you should believe in Allah and the
Last Day. That is the best [way] and best in result.” [TMQ Surah An-Nisaa 4: 9].

Imam at-Tabari commentated, < O\S Lad 3 sll5 o) 3V a8 1JE (e J 58 Gl seally Slld 8 J)AY) il
dalaas il s dea “This is the most accurate statement about that and it is correct, from those
who said: “they are ameers and those in authority in what is obedience from Allah (swt) and
Muslims have benefit (Maslaha).” Ibn Kathir commentated, ¢ <¥! o a3 sl amen & dale 43
<Wlall 5 “The verse is general for all those in authority from amongst the Ameers and the

‘Ulema.” There is no doubt that the command to obey is the command to establish the one
who deserves obedience and he is the Khalifah.

The two verses constitute the pillars of the state:

1- The rulers who are those in authority over the affairs.

2- The Ummah upon whom it is obligatory to obey those in authority.
3- The laws and systems, which is the Shariah.

| suffice with these out of dozens of verses for the establishment of the rulings of Allah,
such as the Hudood, the Retribution and Jihad. These obligations cannot be performed
without the establishment of the Imam, who is obeyed over the Deen of Allah (swt).

2- From the Prophetic Sunnah:

The Ahadith that oblige the establishment of Khilafah are too many to count and too well-
known to mention.



Imam Bukhari, may Allah have mercy upon him, compiled a chapter in his Sahih that has
all the Sahih Ahadith related to Khilafah and the affairs of ruling. He named the chapter as
ASaY1 G “The Book of Rulings.”

Also Imam Muslim, may Allah have mercy upon him, compiled Sahih Ahadith related to
Khilafah and its rulings. He named the compilation as LY S “The Book of Governance.”
In this way, all the other Sunnah books were compiled. So refer to it and reflect upon it, O my
Muslim brother! You would realize immediately that we have neglected this obligation, in an
extreme manner.

May Allah (swt) forgive us.
3- The Unanimous Consensus (ljmaa’):

Perhaps, this is the strongest evidence for appointing the Imam. Particularly when there
is Consensus of the Companions (ra) for they are the best of the pious predecessors who
are absolutely righteous. As for the Consensus, even though it is rare and even though the
supporter of the Sunnah and suppressor of Bid’ah, the great Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal (rh)
said, “Whoever claims Consensus is mistaken,” Consensus is confirmed through texts from
the Qur'an and Sunnah.

Ziyau Din Ar-Raes says in his book 4834l 23y “Islam and Khilafah,” (page 38): glaYls
b o agic A o) Alaiall plaa) 5o A e oDl sl plaal (5585 L) day yill Jgeal (o pilie Jual 05 48 LS
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AR a) i N plaal) Jual sa 1345 4D 25a 5 Ciny o melea) 130 i “Consensus, they have
unanimously agreed that it is the great Islamic Shariah Usool from amongst the Usool. The
strongest Consensus or the highest in rank of them is the Unanimous Consensus of the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them. This is because they are the highest rank and
first generation of Muslims. They are the ones who adhered to the Messenger of Allah (saw)
and participated with him in his Jihad and deeds. They heard the sayings of the Messenger
of Allah (saw). They are the ones who knew the rulings and secrets of Islam. Their numbers
are limited, but their consensus is famous. After the Messenger of Allah (saw) joined the
Supreme Companion (swt), they unanimously agreed that there must be someone who
succeeds the Messenger (saw). They unanimously agreed to choose his Khaleefah
(successor). No one amongst them said that there is no need for Muslims to have an Imam
or a Khalifah. This affirms their Unanimous Consensus on the obligation of the existence of
Khilafah. This is the basis of Consensus upon which the Khilafah depends.” End Quote.

Then al-Shahristani was quoted as saying: s jss 4 sl Qli & Y5 (Gl o) 48 8 o L
LalaY) sas o 2 Y 4l o (e agul 3,8 e 1S JW) jaall aa s laall of e 418 @lld 0 ol e )Y
“it did not occur to his mind (i.e. Abu Bakr Siddig) nor to the mind of anyone to leave the
earth without an Imam. All these indicate that the Companions are the first source. And they
all agreed that it is obligatory to have an Imam.” End Quote.

4- Sharia principles:

It is not hidden to those who studied the great Deen in the correct manner that the
establishment of Muslim state is not an objective in itself alone. It is one of the requirements
of this Deen, as there are several obligations that are not achievable by individuals, including
the establishment of Hudood, Jihad in the Path of Allah (swt), raising the word of Allah (swt)
as the highest, collecting and distributing Zakah, amongst others.

These Shariah obligations depend on the appointment of a Khaleefah. There is no doubt
that it is decreed by our glorious Shariah that: sl s¢é 4 ¥ sl dll 24 Y W “That which is needed
for the obligation is itself an obligation.”

Statements of the ‘Ulema on the Obligation to Appoint the Khaleefah




O my Muslim brothers and sisters living in any part of the countries of Allah! Now |
present some quotations and testimonies of the classical and modern distinguished ‘Ulema
on the obligation of appointing a Muslim Imam, who will take care of the affairs of the
Muslims.

1- Imam Mawardi said in skl oSa¥) “al-Ahkam as-Sultaniyyah,” page 5: sk (el daleY) S
glaaYb caly &Y A e “The Contract of the Imamah (leadership) for whoever is standing with
it, is an obligation by ljmaa'a (consensus).”

2- He also said in al-Ahkam as-Sultaniyyah: 4e¥) ae 3 5 sl Glale ()5S ol 48 oy
aalSal 5 opall s e T la allaley L e ol o 5S4 4t is indispensable to appoint an Imam who will
be ruler and leader of the (whole) Ummah at the same time so that the Deen can be
protected by his authority by applying the laws and rules of the Deen.”

3- Abu Ya'la al-Fara said in 4sld) JSaY) “gl-Ahkam as-Sultaniyyah” page 19: sl cus
o) el iy alal (S Al 13 A5dl) aaaall b Gr Cise G deae A5 4 Aie A ) 2eal JB 8 5 da)5) “The
appointment of Imam is an obligation and Ahmad (ra) said in a narration by Muhammad Ibn
Auf Ibn Sufiyan Al-Himsi: sl b a 58 alel ¢S5 ol 13 4558l “The trails and turmoil will occur if there
is no Imam who can enjoin and instruct the people.”

Al Shawkani said in J5¥! ds “Nailul Authar,” Volume 8 / page 265: 54 jieal JiST 55 jiall sind
le )& i 4 231 “In the opinion of Antarah and the majority of Mu'tazilites and Ash'arites it is
an obligation from Shari'ah viewpoint.”

4- Ibn Taymiyyah said in e il 4ulull “al-Siyasah al-Shar'iyyah” on page 161: il caal 6l
D Il Lead iy Wil 5 el 8l Jamdl (e cad gy Rela g adie Uy Lead anl) sl b el ) Lo o i Au 8 5 a5 LYl
Lead Jlal S Al ) cay (il)l “It s necessary to take the Imaarah (the office of an amir) as a
religious duty and pious act in order to get close to Allah through it because coming near to
Allah by obeying Allah (swt) and His Messenger (saw) through Imaarah is the best acts of
worship. Verily, most of the people get corrupted due to seeking the leadership or the wealth
through it.”

He also said in ¢l ¢ sas “Majmu’ al-Fataawa” Volume 28/page 62): Y agialas aal ol K
J 13gd 5 a0 jlias adal pualiill 5 cagailio s o jualiild  pualiill 5 o slatll 5 g laiaWL W) 5,AY) (A 5 Laall 8
5 cbndall (ha e Ll Lisaiing el 5 cAaliaall Lo ¢ salling Leislady sal (o ped 2 Db | smaial) 138 colally Jine Glusy)
ol 5 yal Aol (e agd 0 Y 2l B aoend canliall @l e AU 5 salial) @lliy 53 (pashe 053 “The interest of
every son of Adam is not achieved in this world and the Hereafter except by the social life,
cooperation and mutual assistance of one another as the mutual assistance and cooperation
help bring them the benefits and repel the damages from them. It is, therefore, said that the
human being is civil by nature. If they come together, they must do certain things by which
they bring benefits for them and must avoid some other things in which they find harm. In
addition, they must be obedient to the entity that enjoins such objectives and forbids such
harms. So, all of the sons of Adam must obey the one who has the authority to command
and prohibit.”

5- Also he said on page 64: sV Y 5 el 5 agale ) sal 3Y 5 A 5 4l alu g adde A e ol sl 3gd
G il ) Aol sy oy,mmﬁf\ S oedanll ) gaSay o Gl o ) gaSa 13 5 Ll I bl 1 ga
ucl..a_\\m‘_gj (?‘“" L oasld Han 843 7 5a 1)) JE alu s ale Al La d}uju\m@\ -a”\q@\
wa)muyj&mmﬁdm\ﬂ)dbelu}dc A.U‘L_Am‘;uj\ u\)Aqu‘m\mLp}m\ehY\M@}w\LAa}ﬁ u_a\
o e 132 o ‘?‘“" g o Glelaall yadl § clelaal) = P I R (?ﬁh\ (‘G-‘k‘ 1354l Y oY)
wuts.:y\uﬂmu;\j\g_\adm}mg\MuﬁumuMuAmyg\ il \A@J}cdhw‘).\s\ﬁ\.‘\ﬁdhc_\);}
Al A ) il Cal ) JB il alu g adle A e il (e sdinn (8 dead WeY) (555 B s dallal) Jlee V) Juadl
el A ) el Gamsils Jae) “And that’s why the Prophet (saw) commanded his Ummah to
appoint rulers upon them and ordered the rulers to render back the trusts to those to whom
they are due and when they judge between people, they must judge with justice. Similarly, he
(saw) ordained the Ummah to obey the rulers in order to obey Allah (swt). It is narrated in
Sunan Abu Dawood on the authority of the Messenger (saw) of Allah (swt) said, 435 z A 13)»
«aalal ) 52 sl Ju 2 “When three people set out on a journey, they should appoint one of
them as amir.” A similar Hadith is mentioned in the same Sunan Abu Dawood on the
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authority of Abu Hurairah (ra) and in Musnad Ahmad it is narrated on the authorlty of
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (ra) that the Prophet (saw) said, e 13580 ) g ) e [5H G3a5% B Jag Yy
«abm ‘It is not perm|SS|bIe for a group of three to be in a desert except if they appoint
one of them as amir.” If it has been enjoined for such a tiny group to appoint one of them as
amir, how can it be allowed for a larger group or a whole community to live without a single
amir. So, it is a clear warning concerning the obligation to appoint an amir for a group bigger
than that mentioned in the Hadith. The authority or leadership is to the one who takes it as a
religious duty in order to get close to Allah (swt) thereby and performs the best of the
righteous deeds as much as possible. Even Imam Ahmad has narrated in his Musnad that
the Prophet (saw) said, «jia all A o ol uau\j Jie Al A P R Cal S » “The most
beloved human being in the sight of Allah (swt) is the just ruler and the most
repugnant creation in the sight of Allah (swt) is a tyrant ruler.”

6- lbn Taymiyyah quoted in his book Ali ibn Abi Talib (ra) who said, 3 3, e ol 0 Y
Lo by 5 Juad) Lgy s 5 250al) L alsy JUib €3 5alal) JU Led Wl je 38 5 5l 038 (riaall el by Ji8 3 jald of cailS
s Al L auly 5 522l “An amir is @ must for the people, whether that amir is pious or dissolute. It
was asked, O commander of the believers! We have seen the pious amir, so who is a
dissolute amir? He answered: the one who establishes the Hudood, secures the routes,
fights the enemy and distributes the booty.” [Fatawa of Ibn Taymiyyah 28/page 279].

It is very amazing that today we are living neither under a pious/righteous Amir nor under
a debauched Amir as the Hudood are suspended, highway robbery is wide spread and
Jihaad in the Muslim lands is banned. So, woes and affliction be to those who instigated
such a dismal state of affairs!!!

7- 1t was mentioned in the Fatawa of Ibn Taymiyyah in Volume 28/page 390 that, lbn
Taymiyyah said, Y a3l o ol e V) ally g cpall a8 Y oy Goal) ciliad s alaed e Galil) il 433 5 o Gy o)) oy
\J\)(J.mjé\.\lc Aﬂ“;m‘_f\.\“ db‘;\;um\JwtuJAY\mPQMYJUMQ\M%MEMYDY\ﬁ_\;Lm
u."m\musm.ml\‘_gm\euwdujaf} @‘j&m@\&-\dh“ﬁj\ﬁﬁ‘b‘;)(eﬁh\ \jfyhy@m)dc}
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5 duin o daal 5 gabie Gr JeaillSe Galull (S 13 5 @l a4l 5 | (Olale S saal s A e mlal s Al
Otalall Ly Useal Alaa sea W IS ) o5l 68 Laa 12) “It is obligatory to know that the offlce in charge of
commanding over the people (i.e.: the Khilafah post) is one of the greatest obligations of the
Deen. In fact, the affairs of Deen and Duniya cannot be established except by it as the well-
being of the sons of Adam is not achieved except through social life because they are
dependent on each other. So they must have a leader for their social life, even the Prophet
(saw) said, «aadal 1 asdd i B &M z3A 13» “When three people set out on a journey, they
must appoint one of them as amir.” Reported by Abu Dawud (ra) on the authority of Abu
Said and Abu Hurairah (ra) and it was narrated in Musnad Ahmad on the authority of
Abdullah Ibn Umar (ra) that the Prophet (saw) said, agle ) 3053 m A G [ T YA Jag Wy
«ebm ‘It is not permissible for a group of three to be in a desert except if they appoint
one of them as amir.” So, the Prophet (saw) enjoined on appointing the one as amir in a
tiny and temporary get-together such as travel and cautioned thereby to appoint an amir
(Khaleefah) for all other affairs of the social life, owing to the fact that Allah has obligated
enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong and that cannot be achieved except
through the power and authority. Same is the case with all other obligations related to it such
as carrying out Jihaad, establishing justice, performing the Haijj, establishing Jum’ah and the
two ‘Eids, helping the oppressed and establishing Hudood, which cannot be fulfilled except
the power and authority. In a narration, it is said, o= ¥ & 4 Jb (WL “The Sultan is the
shadow of Allah (swt) on the earth.” It is also said, galu S saal 5 4L e mleal s alaf (e Ao () i
“Sixty years of an unjust Imam is better than a single night W|thout Imam.” The experience
shows the same and for that reason, the as-Salaf as-Saleh like Fuzail Bin Ayaz and Ahmad
Bin Hanbal said, gdalull Ly Lseal Alas 350 W oIS 4 “if we have had a call to be answered, we
would use that to call for the Sultan.”



8- Ibn Khaldun said in 42l Al-Mugaddimah, page 167: g &l 4y caje B caly sl cual
paludiy aie A pmy Sy (Al Aa ) 50k adlds die alug ddle B e B Dy Hlasal OF ¢0uil s Alaiall g laaly
¥l i as e “Imaamah is wajib and its obligation in the Shari'ah is known by the
Unanimous Consensus of the Sahabah and the Tabi’een, as the Companions of our beloved
Prophet (saw) at his death hastened to give pledge of allegiance to Abu Bakr (ra) and
handed over the responsibility of Khilafah to him to take care of their affairs before the burial
of the Prophet (saw). Same was the case with the issue of Imaamabh in the centuries to come
as the people (Muslims) did not leave the matter, thus avoiding chaos in any age. So, it
indicates a clear and binding consensus on the obligation to appoint the Khaleefah.”

9- Ibn Hazm stated in J=ill 5 ¢)sa¥ly JW & Jadll al-Fasl fi al-Milal wa-al-Ahwa' wa-al-
Nihal 4/87, e ol s 2aY) o 5 4ala¥l sms oz A0 gan 5 Aaplll e 5 A sl e 5 4l o aen (368
O claadll Lils Al s agle d) la i) sy Lo (o G dag 5l alSaly ags gy 9 Al alSaT g 2ty Jale alaY sl
agin all | ghlaty o)) agale i) 5 dule¥) (s Galll 4 5L Y 2 )5l agils = ) a0 “All of Al as-Sunnabh, all of al-
Murji'a, all of Shia, all of Khawarij have agreed on the obligation of Imaamah. And that the
Ummabh is obliged to appoint an Imam, who will apply the rules of Allah and look after their
affairs (yasoosuhum) with the Shari’ah rulings, which the Messenger of Allah (saw) brought,
except some from the Khawarij, who said that the people are not obliged to appoint an Imam;
they are only obliged to fulfill the rights to each other.”

10- Al Qurtubi said in his Tafseer Volume 1, page 264: 4 gaud 443 5 ala) caai b Jual 4,31 028
).\\ -emy‘uf—d‘})uy‘ M\J\u.u\JJMY\ u.uJJL_IPJ@u)\AY} 4\3.\1;.“ e\S;\euqs.u} 4\.&53\4_1&.4.\;.1] ‘tUn.U
a4y o angl s ad sy JB n JS QIS5 canal Gay 5l e IS Cus A Jinall HUS (40 aa¥) S “This ayah is a
basis for appointing an Imam and Khaleefah who is listened to and is obeyed, for the matter
is unified through him and the Ahkam (laws) of the Khaleefah are implemented through him,
and there is no dispute regarding the obligation of that amongst the Ummah, nor among the
Imams, except al-Asamm who was most deaf regarding the Shari’ah, as well as all those
who quoted his saying and followed his opinion and school of thought.”

11- Al-Haythami explained the ljmaa’ of the Sahabah in 4 sdl Gelsall Al-Sawa'iq al-
Muhrigah: aaf s slea s a8 aill ey il S5 ans ale¥) i Of e | gaanl agile ) o) s ) sl G L e
ey e Al Lo Al Jewy ohy e 4 1A Sus sl “It is known that the Sahabah (raa)
unanimously agreed that the selection of Imam, after the end of the era of Prophethood, was
an obligation (Wajib). Indeed, they made it more important than the other obligations, such
that they were busy with it, over the burial of the Prophet (saw).”

12- Imam Al-Nawawi in his commentary of Sahih Muslim 12/205 said: e a4l e | szanl
Wls wai caluddl “The ‘Ulema agreed that it is an obligation upon the Muslims to appoint a
Khaleefah.”

13- Al-Jurjani stated: o salie aliel 5 cpaluall mllas & (10 aY) cuai “Appointing an Imam is
the best in meeting the interests of the Muslims and in achieving the greatest aims (maqgasid)
of the Deen.”

14- The Imam of the two Holy Mosques said in his book in a<¥! &le Ghiyath Al-Umam:
AL Gl G oS ABA Cuail s g e glaa) “There is Unanimous Consensus on the obligation
of appointing a Khaleefah, who rules between the people through Islam.”

15- Al Qazi Azduddin lji said (in Almawagqif), which was explained by Al-Jurjani at page
603: s JB i o) (s gl I8 plital Lo alu sadle Al Lo ol 55 ey J5Y1 aall 3 Cpalisall plas) 5955 43
JSI 5ol " 4y a iy e ) 3] 0 Y 5 e 38 dea o) YT D) dle atli s a5 ) sediall Al b die A ) S
138 Ll ) ) peme IS A elld o Gulill g al 5l s agle ) oo il Jgmy 082 98 5 oL aal al 1S 50 5 alsid )
e S (B adie ola) cual (e “there is the continuous Unanimity of the Muslims on this subject in
the early period, after the death of Prophet (saw), as the Muslims did not waste time in
selecting an Imam, even Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) said in his first Khutbah:
4 sk (e cpall 13¢) 3 V5 cile 3 laesa o) YT “Listen carefully! Muhammad (saw) has died and it is
essential for this Deen to appoint the one who can assume the responsibilities of this Deen.”
So, everyone rushed to accept it and for its sake they abandoned the most important thing
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i.e. the burial of the Prophet (saw). The people remained committed to this great obligation in
every period, till our time, by appointing an Imam to be followed in every period.”

16- Dr. Ziauddin said in his book i3l 5 25wy Islam and Khilafah, at page 99): sl 4adals
JAJJUJJ\QA})SQAG;»L»\UA)QMM\M\A\ U\QLMMY\M)J\MM}‘MUM\&J}@JM
ool il dan agle (a4 oY) =il “The Khilafah is the most important position of Deen
and concern for all the Muslims. The Islamic Shari’ah has stipulated that the establishment of
Khilafah is a fundamental obligation of the Deen. Instead, it is the greatest obligation for the
reason that the implementation of all other obligations is dependent on it.”

17- He also said on page 341: skl f 48l ol Jle-aihi Lad L e LS | gmanl 8 23 clde ()
Lalall lladll Biad 5 g dll il 20 4gle (il gy 4 a1 ol JY) (il g i ) (s b (e bl (a8
dal gl s 13 5 " rall A" Cuan g_m 3oball dala) Jilie & " cadaal) AalaY)" Coaidl) 138 ) sand 1A 5 Caalisall
el 5 g3 skall Jlia eldall }3.:.,‘)\1\ LY Cpaginall HUS ) 13) 58 5 Cpalisall cabiall 5 SN aa 5 delaadl 5 )
w\ﬂ\j‘ﬁﬁ\&f By ol agie () salusadl 2L Gl AV a8 5 ab e 5 Osala Cul g SN gl sl
S A b cnd Lia ol Ll 500 5 elld o ST AalaY) (0508 agd il Wl ABDAN Cisa s e L |l
I%.A:\AA b..lg.é 3 EA:\M\ (e USJ _5\ UAJA Ln\ u;u\l-.wd\ e ud\ 4_adalls c\AA)_;)-} \J\ u\-‘u\j‘ = Y Lfﬂ\ u\.a,)\]\ dm\ K u:ﬂ\
led Jlaa ¥ 4o 4ude “The ‘Ulema of Islam have unanimously agreed, as we have learned
above, that the Khilafah or Imaamah is an essential obligation of the Deen. Instead, it is the
first, foremost and the most important obligation in view of the fact that the implementation of
all other obligations, commands and prohibitions, as well as the attainment of the general
welfare and public interest of the Muslims are all dependent on it. That's why they have
called this position “the greatest or the most important Imamate” in comparison with the
Imamate of Salah which was named “Al-lmaamah Al-Sughra or the less significant
Imaamate.” And this is the opinion of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jamaah who consist of the maijority
of the Muslims. This is also the opinion of the renowned Mujtahideen such as the four
Imaams and the famous scholars like Al-Mawardi, Al-Juwayni, Al-Ghazali, Ar-Razi, Al-
Taftazani, Ibn Khaldun and so on. These are the Imaams and ‘Ulema from whom the
Muslims learn their Deen. We have already learned the evidences and arguments which they
have gathered and concluded the obligation of the Khilafah through them. As for the Shi’a,
they attach more importance to Imamate than Sunni and believe that it is not only an
obligation but also is a pillar of the Deen, without which the Imaan cannot be complete. So
the Khilafah is a must for the Muslims as for its being an obligation or a pillar of Iman; it is an
indisputable academic and religious fact.”

18- Abdurrahman Abdul Khaliq said in his book <+l Consultation, page 26: 4l &yl
dea 5 cat CM\JUM\ Os3d o aldll 5 Al Al 5 dag e A &yuu\@_m@m@u)d\ B
Leiald] (e ) 5aed 13) Lapan agdl 5 Lgas 3 5 lgusas Ao Gnalusadll G DA Y 5 sae “It is the general Imaamah
or Khilaafah which is entrusted to establish the law of Almighty Allah, to appoint His (swt)
book as arbitrator, to carry out the affairs of the Muslims, to put their matters in order, to fight
their enemies. Thus there is no disagreement among Muslims with regard to its obligation
and necessity and that they will be sinful if they show any negligence in its establishment.”

19- Abu Ya'la in 4slldl JSaY) Al-Ahkam Al-Sulthaniyah, page 19 stated: le =8 4
anaal Cuaty s daleY) ail il 4 aa g (e Bl 50 )l i algia Y] Jal Wlaal Gl e st Ly cala i 40
Ll “It is 4lsS = % an Obligation of Sufficiency and two groups of the people have been
addressed through it. The first of them are the people of ljtihad so that they can choose. The
second are the ones in whom the conditions of Imamate are found, so that one of them can
be appointed for the Imamate.”

20- Abdul Qadir Awdah said on page 124; «cladll 5 dleallS CLUKH (g B (e diay 3 28RN yiiad
5l sa e AN s o s s Caalesal) S S ol L o ol ¢ 5 ABSH (e Ay il it il sa (e Les o8 13
DA e AN 5 A aaaad 1ty s TN dal s LaaY sl Ol Y e dal g el G3Y) o) Gl s
A agle 5 e il () sualie Tepen Cpmalusal) BY BASI Al SY) Of Gall 5 488 aaaal sy s ZEDAY) L) 8 aed
Y1 8 LS LE V) 5 el el e Al o3 Jand of LS YT aal s (e (8 i) (e 58 TS5 e JLERY) QIS 1Y) .
“Al-Khilafah is considered as one of the Obligations of Sufficiency, such as the Jihaad and
the execution of justice. So if it is fulfilled by the ones who are competent enough to do so,
such that the obligation falls from the rest. However, if anyone or any group is not capable
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enough to fulfill this obligation, all the Muslims will be sinful until this responsibility is
accomplished by those who are capable. Some opine that the sin will fall only on the two
groups of the Islamic Ummah. One of them are the people of opinion, until they choose one
of them as the Khaleefah, and the second group is the one in whom the conditions of
Khilafah is met, until one of them is selected as Khaleefah. However, the truth is that all the
Muslims will be sinful in view of the fact that all are addressed by the Shari’ah and all are
obliged to establish it... and if the selection is left to only one group of the people, the whole
Ummah will be duty bound to bear carrying out of this responsibility, along with this group.
Otherwise, they will be partners in the sin...”

21- Sulaiman Ad Diji said in his book k=l iyl Al Imamah Al '‘Uzhma, page 75: 4 Gl
o pogdall 58 138 5 cuanll Baly o BY GlE a5l 1300 Lo ol 13 ST 5 claa ye (e ST il e Leasas o S Y
Oe el 5 Ggmal SIS meall a5 aal Ley al o 1) (81 5 0Ll o culabn gy Ly ol 13) (5T AU (i 8 Led S
Oseid L On s pein Jis ) all) g ol e QU Ul CaelE B el 5 D e g el g aleadl 5 Sadl)
i Gpalusall Jid gend A el Aol A adal A Y Jeall-dieUnivl cavay JS-alus JS e i
& pR mall G L 5288 ll agiilSa 5 agilS (palusall 3 3 5 43al8 5 afians Cpall Rl 2 g4 Balalla gl 4
Olaivall 5 addaall Cal sl 13 WLEl “In fact, there is no doubt on the fact that the Khilafah's
obligation that lies on the shoulders of the two groups is more important. However, if these
two groups did not fulfill this obligation, all will be sinful and this is the concept of being a
Fard of Sufficiency; i.e. if some of them accomplish this duty, then the remaining will be
exempted. However, if no one performed the obligation, all will be sinful, such as in the case
of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil, Jihaad and learning and so forth. Today, these
two groups have failed to fulfill this obligation or have been prevented from realizing their
aspirations. So every Muslim is duty bound, everyone in proportion to his capability, to work
for establishment of an Islamic Khilafah, which will reunify the Muslims under the banner of
true Monotheism and restore supremacy and leadership to this Deen. This will also reinstate
the entity and position of Muslims, which they lost due to their negligence in fulfilling this
great obligation and it is Allah (Alone) Whose Help can be sought.”

22- Dr. Mahmood Al-Khalidi said in his book s>y & «Sall JUss ol 8 The Principles of the
Ruling System in Islam, page 248: J: & 5 ol (s o ¢ pdum aglaad Cpaluall (o andn (03I AV e
ASally Lol 3 cagd 48da Caal () agipalie ade 5 A 8RN LaBY Jasdl e Gaalosal) 2528 V) U 5850 5 ael)
L) slall GluY Jesdl e 2 gl mall 5 asall 5 5NalS 5l ol e Lasles maal A ol
sseall des 5 Cpalusdll o A1 Gadal T 3Y Lia 53 2aY1 odgd Aada Gl IS @Al o aleddl ST e i ane
Al elasl asaa N 43y “The humiliation which is prevalent over Muslims, making them live
on the sidelines of the world, at the bottom of nations and at the vanguard of history, is owing
to the fact that the Muslims have neglected to work for establishment of Khilafah. They have
failed to take the initiative to appoint a Khaleefah for them in compliance with the Shar'ee
ruling which, as we have seen and known, makes it an obligation similar to Salah, Fasting
and Hajj. So, any negligence and carelessness as regards to the work to resume the Islamic
way of life is one of the greatest crimes and sins. That is why, appointment of a Khalifaah for
this Ummah is a binding obligation in order to apply the rulings upon the Muslims and carry
the Islamic Da'wah to all over the world.”




