O Ulema, Hasten to the Crown of Shariah Obligations
(Translated)
By Sheikh Adnan Mezian*

In our Deen, it is an established fact that all Muslims, with their true Iman and Shariah
Law, are one Ummah distinct from others. Their unity as an Ummah is achieved as long as
they remain steadfast in their Islam, both in belief and law. However, the unity in ageedah of
the Ummah must, according to Shariah, be accompanied with political unity, which is
technically referred to as “the jamaa’ah” (the Islamic community). This means that Muslims
must be one unified Ummah under a single ruler, the Khaleefah (Caliph). This is supported
by numerous Shariah evidences from the Noble Quran, the Prophetic Sunnah, and the
Unanimous Consensus of the Companions (ra), and it falls under the general principles of
Islam. The ulema of Islam in the past recognized the greatness and centrality of this Shariah
obligation, even before it disappeared from reality, with the fall of the Khilafah (Caliphate) at
the hands of the British and their collaborators. Since then, the Ummah has been living in
unprecedented disarray. Here are some quotations from their statements on the Shariah
obligation of the Khilafah (Caliphate) and the necessity of unifying under a single Imam
(Khaleefah):

- Al-Mawardi said in 4l asa¥) “Al-Ahkam al-Sultaniyyah (Shariah Rulings of
Authority)” glaaYl cals ) i Lo oy Gal latie 5 (Liall Ay guall Al ja 5l ADIAT de sim g dalaY)
“The Imaamah is established to succeed after the Prophethood, in guarding the Deen and
the politics of the world. It is contracted upon the one who undertakes the duty within the
Ummah. It is an obligation by Unanimous Consensus (ljma’a).”

&

- Imam al-Nawawi said in alws z & “Commentary upon Muslim,” e o 4l o | geanl
Al ual (peldll “It was established by Unanimous Consensus (ljma’a) that the Muslims must
appoint a Khalifah.”

- Al-Qurtubi said in his Tafseer of the ayah, i a ) & Jela ) Aol &) 98 b
“Remember when your Lord said to the angels, ‘1 am going to place a successive
human authority on earth.”” [TMQ Surah Al-Bagarah 2:30] 4 aew 43 5 da) caai b Jual 4,31 02
Cun taall e sy e V) A o Vs ALY (o clld Csag 3 DA Y g Alal) alSal 4y 2y (A 4y aaiadl cplays
aal 4,8 e OIS “this ayah is a basis for appointing an Imam and Khaleefah, who is listened
to and obeyed. The affairs are unified through him. The Ahkam (laws) of the Khaleefah are
implemented through him. There is no dispute regarding the obligation of that, neither
amongst the Ummah, nor amongst the Mujtahid Imams, except for what is narrated from Al-
Asamm, who was deaf to the Shariah.”

- Ibn Taymiyyah said in & &l 4ubwdl “Shariah Politics,” e ol el 4¥ 5 o G o
mﬁjm‘yj cu.aau‘_g\M%MEMAYDY\*;L“#Y?A\@UEL@Y\ u.uﬂel.\s‘ﬁd.'su;ﬁ\ L_\L’Aue.kc\
B A G:\}AMG:\ P ERv N «é‘“;‘ \}f}ds)m@m)\.acﬁ\a\» 2 il &@Aw‘)wtmy‘
8olals Bss W) elld ol Wy Sl e ey g paalh e¥) g i ) 0¥ “It must be known that the
ruling over people is one of the greatest obligations of the Deen. Indeed, the Deen cannot be
established without it, for the children of Adam cannot achieve their interests except through
social organization, as they need one another. When they come together, they must have an
emir. The Prophet (saw) said, «a3ai 15 i b %6 £A \» “When three people set out
on a journey, they should appoint one of them as their emir.” (Reported by Abu Dawud
from Abu Sa'id and Abu Hurairah). This is because Allah (swt) has commanded enjoining all
that is good and forbidding all that is munkar. This can only be done with strength and

emirate.”



- Ibn Hajar al-Haytami said in 4l gelsall “As-Sawa'iq al-Muhrigah,” o Laf e
4 1 laid) Cum lal gl aal o slan a5 85l) (e Gl j81 am pleY) caai (e | graal agile A Ol sy dlaall
# 4 Jeuy o o= “Know also that the Companions (ra) had ljma’a (Unanimous Consensus)
that appointing the Imam (Khaleefah), after the end of the era of Prophecy, is an obligation.
Moreover, they made it the most important of the obligations. They engaged themselves with
this obligation, over burying the Messenger (saw).”

- Jamal al-Din al-Ghaznawi said in ¢sdl) Js<l “Usul al-Din,” aesllac a5t alel (e Cpalusall 3 Y
&) s 4l Al agd 0S5 Al o) AT Lgiatie ) Lgd paa s agilina 3A0 5 agdisn agads addgaa A5 agalSal 25 e
oY) 8 Ldl k) “The Muslims must have an Imam (Khaleefah) who will take care of their
interests by the implementation of their rulings, establish their Hudood (penal code), equip
their armies, collect Zakah and spend upon their deserving. So, if they do not have an Imam
(Khaleefah), it will lead the corruption to prevail on the earth.”

- Ibn Khaldun said in 4l “Al-Muqaddimah,” gl & 4 e 3 aly daY) cauai ()
A bl sl aie A ) Sy ol A ) 1,0 alig die # A Jeu )y laaal O fopill s dlanall glaaly
Gy e Yhalelaa) dld Jfiuly Glae Y G eae (8 g o) i ol olld sy (e peme JS 1S5 can ) sal
ALYl wai “Appointing an Imam (Khaleefah) is an obligation. It being an obligation in the
Shariah, is known by the ljma’a (Unanimous Consensus) of the Sahabah (ra) and the
Taba’een. The Companions (ra) of our beloved Prophet (saw), hastened to give Bay’ah to
Abu Bakr (ra), upon his (saw) death. They handed over the responsibility of Khilafah to him
to take care of their affairs. Such was the case, in every age. The people were not left in
chaos, in any age. It was settled by consensus, due to the evidence for the obligation of
appointing the Imam (Khaleefah).”

- Ibn Hazm al-Andalusi said in Jdailly slsa¥ly Sl A Juadll “Al-Fasl fi al-Milal wa al-
Ahwa' wa al-Nihal,” ¢l ey Gy e 7ol al ey danill pen s cdia pal) e s Aind) Jal auen i)
Aag 8l ASAl ag g5 ol HSaT agd iy (Jile BLeY ALEY) Lgle a5 4aY) “All of the Ahl as-Sunnah, all of
the Shiah, all of the Murjiah and all of the Khawarij, have agreed upon the obligation of
Imaamah (Khilafah). It is an obligation on the Ummah to appoint a just Imam, who
establishes the rulings of Allah (swt) amongst them, and who takes care of their poalitical
affairs by the Shariah rulings that the Messenger (saw) brought.”

Regarding At-Tabari in his Tafsir of the verse, 1313 Sl i sy &) T shdal 15kl el G 1)
§a<ia ¥ “O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in
authority among you.” [TMQ Surah An-Nisa 4:59]. At-Tabari narrated that Abu Hurairah
(ra) said, sx¥ s ¥ A ¢f “Those in authority are the rulers.’ Al-Tabari added, J Y1 I
dalias Gaaluallg el b OIS Lad 8Y 5ll 5 o) oY) a8 1B (e J & il salls &3 3 “The strongest opinion in this
matter is that they are the rulers and governors in matters where obedience to Allah (swt)
and the benefit of the Muslims are concerned.”

The evidencing (JYiu)) here is that the command to obey the Imam implies the obligation
to appoint him, for Allah (swt) does not command obedience to someone who does not exist.
The command to obey him is meant to achieve a matter of the Shariah that cannot be
achieved without his obedience if he exists. So how can it be achieved without his
existence?! Thus, the command to obey him necessitates the command to appoint him.

- And Ustadh Abdul Qadir Auda said in 4w Uslagls 23wy “Islam and Our Political
Circumstances”: ledlds ety s (S 3aa) 5 A ga lasas agie Call 5 cdanlan 3a 5 Cpaliadl) (o (938 2 J gus Jlld
O ey asan b Al Al 4 gig ) el o a8l Al ) e il s JGY) soliada g 4l S calae V)
o ey (s cppmant Banl s Aalin Baa 5 agndil o 155K O baes Gadall (e oy A gl # J gl il
Lalld Lol Lean 58 Asal) Ao ana sy cpall 4ald) 3 88 ) Jsm)y Ciliy (e gl )", “The Messenger (saw)
formed the Muslims into a political unity and established them as a single state, with himself
as its leader and supreme Imam. It had two functions. Firstly, conveying the message from



Allah. Secondly, abidance of the Command of Allah and directing the politics of the state
within the limits of Islam... Indeed, emulating (atta'asi) the Prophet (saw) and following
(ittibaa’) of his Sunnah requires all Muslims to gather themselves into a single political unity,
and to appoint someone over them who will succeed the Prophet (saw) in establishing the
Deen and directing the palitics of the state in a purely Islamic manner.”

In his book, delealls 2ol Jal vie <kl 4y “The Greater Imamate According to Ahl us-
Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah,” Dr. Abdullah bin Omar al-Dumaiji quotes from al-Ghazali who said,
O glae Glabuy V) skt Y J)sall s Gaii¥) e a5 Laall o A VI 8 SlalBYI" 4l e sl ads o U
salassy sl (A (g5 cpall plaiy cgpall allai (59 ma Liall QUais Ll aldaiy cpall dldai (& (55w bl O
i aleld 48 55 ) Ja Y () g 5l 5 e (e pleY) Casa s IS8 clakad clai) 3 gemia a5 3 A", “Abu Hamid
al-Ghazali said in his book Jsieyl & sLa®Y) “Al-Igtisaad fi al-i'tigad,” “The world and the
security (aman) of lives and wealth cannot be maintained except by an obeyed sultan
(authority). Thus, it becomes clear that authority is essential for the organization of the Deen
and the organization of the world. The organization of the world is essential for the
organization of the Deen, and the organization of the Deen is essential for attaining
happiness in the Hereafter, which is definitely the goal of the Prophets (as). Therefore, the
obligation of an Imam is among the essentials of the Shariah Law that cannot be abandoned.
Know this.”

Dr. Abdullah bin Omar al-Dumaiji then comments on the quotation from Al-Ghazali,
saying, ¥ 4ald 2l o ol 4l e dadald A1V 4 o sall DpaDluY) AaY) Addipad 3 Ly pall @81 gl Sl e Jila ja g
Lo pel Sy ela s b (i Ll (b (5580 DL slael (8 Lo 3 Zaadly) A0 A48 ) (sl 3 il Y g s
calle 5 ccilaalls Gl e V) Ol g o gl cllae G 3aLE e ASlY) ad s dpedlul) AR Caml (G ax o) )
Aol slall it Jeall e 2928l || ez 8 ) Lpany o jmn 3 yaliie GO ed ) Cralisall 03U Caand g calgall 4
aen V5ol Jes s oaalsal o ASa Y1 Gadail Lo 3Y Lia ji A1 od¢d Aala Caad (S Gl ¢ aalaall ST (e dpane
Al il “The best evidence for this is the bitter reality that the Islamic Ummah is living today.
It is a conclusive evidence that Islam will not rise again except by returning to Allah (swt),
and thus striving to establish the Islamic Khilafah, which the enemies of Islam have been
undermining until they abolished the Khilafah, and achieved what they wanted. After the
Islamic Khilafah was removed, and Islam was pushed away from leading the Ummah, the
Hudud (Islamic penal laws) were suspended, honor and sanctities were violated, the Rayah
banner of Jihad was abandoned, and the lands of the Muslims were divided into conflicting
small states that fight each other... Therefore, refraining from working to resume the Islamic
way of life is one of the greatest sins. Hence, appointing a Khaleefah (Caliph) for this Ummah
is a Shariah obligation, in order to implement the Shariah rulings upon the Muslims and to
carry the Dawah to all parts of the world.”

So, O Ulema of the Ummah, we, your brothers in Hizb ut Tahrir, call upon you to exert
your utmost efforts in the journey of working to establish the Khilafah. By Allah (swt), the truth
has become clear, and there is no excuse left for anyone. By Allah (swt), a strike of a sword
upon us in honor, is better than a strike of a whip upon us in humiliation. By Allah (swt),
death in obedience to Allah (swt) is better than life in disobedience to Allah (swt). Indeed,
Allah (swt) will hold you accountable for your knowledge and your actions. So let us work
together to establish the crown of obligations, the Second Khilafah Rashidah (rightly-guided
Caliphate) on the Method of Prophethood.
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