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“...till when he attains full strength and reaches forty years”

As the Trump administration ramps up its belligerency against the Islamic
Ummah, from Syria to Afghanistan, the Muslims increasingly turn to their men of
influence and power to bring the much needed change in the Muslim World. This is to
be expected, for we notice that in the era of RasulAllah (saaw), when the first Muslims
faced intense persecution for their Islam, he (saaw) sought Nussrah both for himself
and for the Deen of Islam. Significantly, these men who responded were at the front
line of change and many of them were above forty years, beyond the age of youth.
Yes, the one who spends his youth for Islam is praised greatly, but that does not
mean that the one who crosses the age of forty is now spent, useless for the Deen
and only useful for the Dunya.

Far from it, for it was men who beyond forty years of age came to assist Islam and
this was seen throughout the ages. Consider that forty years is by lunar years, by
solar years it is thirty eight years of age. It is a blessed era in the life of a servant of
Allah (swt) and it is far from an age of retirement, for the faculties have matured.
Those who reach forty years of age are mature in their capabilities and are described
as being at the "top of their game", well placed within the society to bring change.
Within the legal profession they are the senior judges, within journalists they are the
editors and established columnists, within the bureaucracy they are the senior
administrators, within politicians they are the ones of greatest renown and standing,
within the Ulema they are those of Fatwa and strong opinion and within the armed
forces they are the senior officers.

Regarding the age of forty, Allah swt said, 44w ¢pa)l &g 8351 &L 1y 8y« till
when he attains full strength and reaches forty years.” [Surah Al-Ahkaf 46: 15].
Ibn Kathir commented on this &) 4de 58 lee Llle 5% Y 43) 1y dals 5 degh JaS 5 alic alW
o= ¥) "meaning, his complete intellect, understanding, and patience reach the level of
maturity. It has also been said that usually one will not change his ways once he
reaches the age of forty.” Imam Qurtubi commented <3 SIS U Ly oJiall a8 Guai V) 88
de (i 3325 "At forty years, the mind is matured to its peak, and before that and after
that it is less." And at-Tabari commented, 4 siuls 4338 alii iy A3 aean 33 "Ashad (full
strength) is the plural of Shad (strength) and it is the maturing in his strength and
faculties."

Along with matured capabilities, those who reach the age of forty are also at the
top of their responsibilities. They must look after their growing children as well as their
own elderly and ailing parents. They have matured in their means of livelihood and
look forwards to securing their own homes. Thus, even with their capabilities, they
can become lost in the pursuit of Dunya, unless they are focused at this critical stage
on the real prlorltles through their Deen. Qurtubi further commented on this Ayah J&5
(..@_\s; &S 1 A u}w\ e;m;‘j @LGA ‘wu\ Gohallads aladls WA ¢ i 25 Galy Sl JAT SN -
& sall e@_ui_a oia el 155 GaA 155 "Malik said, | have seen that the people of
knowledge in our land, they seek the world and knowledge and they mix with the
people until one of them reaches forty years of age. When that age befalls them, they
refrain from the people and busy themselves with the Resurrection until death comes
to them."



Moreover, in the continuation of this Ayah, we see that Allah (swt) mentions a Dua
made by the one that reaches forty that brings firm focus on pr|or|t|es Allah swt said,
c_\.uua\u.u‘)éu&ui@aabu}m‘}asﬁub(_g.ﬁ‘guk«‘guls um\ui\‘ﬂﬁau)&aﬁu‘uas)‘g\u)dla%@
§lpaluad) Ga )5 &) “he says: "My Lord! Grant me the power and ability that | may

be grateful for Your favor which You have bestowed upon me and upon my
parents, and that | may do righteous good deeds, such as please You, and
make my offspring good. Truly, | have turned to You in repentance, and truly, |
am one of the Muslims.”) In this Dua, the forty year old asks his Lord (swt) that his
power and ability is used for the righteous deeds, so as to please him and he asks for
His Lord to forgive him. Indeed, this Ayah contains a command for anyone who
reaches forty years of age to renew his repentance and turn to Allah with strong
resolution. Even if he wasted his youth in pursuit of Dunya, he does not despair, but
repents and firmly commits to obey his Lord and fulfill the requirements of his Deen
from now.

Thus, he or she is the sincere Muslim who rises above the current corrupting
atmosphere within the influential circles of the Muslim World. He is the one who rises
above the temptation and privileges that are extended to him by the current
oppressive rulers in a bid to bribe him for his support for the oppression. He is the
judge who will not yield to the pressure to punish the advocate for Khilafah presented
to his court. He is the journalist who ignores the threats of the regime's thugs and
moves forwards to convey the activities and call of the advocate of the Khilafah to the
masses. He is the senior bureaucrat who exerts himself to remove any obstacles that
are placed in the way of the advocates of the Khilafah. He is the capable politician
who becomes part of the platform of Hizb ut Tahrir, sincerely studying Islam and
conveying it as a way of life and the only standard for politics. He is the brave Alim
who openly proclaims in the Khutba the obligation to work for the Khilafah and the sin
in participating in Democracy. And he is the armed forces' officer who awaits his
opportunity to grant the Nussrah for the establishment of the second Khilafah on the
Method of the Prophethood.

And indeed, it is those who reach forty years old, whilst repentant for their
shortcomings and renewed in their resolve to their Deen, that are granted the glad
tidings of the greatest success to be head. For Allah (swt) continues in the very next
Ayah to say, ) d.\m.“ .\.GJMAJ\ HM\UA*_HMQD BT \35.49 L‘Q‘U‘A‘N-‘; QA L) dd‘g\%,
$05% 53 i$i& “They are those from whom We shall accept the best of their deeds

and overlook their evil deeds. (They shall be) among the dwellers of Paradise.
That is a promise of truth that they had been promised.” [Surah Al-Ahkaf 46: 16].
The stage is set for the men and women of influence to make their mark on the world,
bringing it from the darkness of Kufr to the light of Islam. It is only those who break
themselves from the shackles of Dunya who will play the role that will become a
source of true pride, prestige and success in the Akhira life that has no end. It is those
alone who can be said to have given their capabilities and their position of influence
and power its full right. Thus on behalf of your long suffering Ummabh, Hizb ut Tahrir
calls upon all of you, so respond.
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