Where are You, O Ulema of Muslims?!
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Allah (swt) said, £lsaladl edbe (e dl) a3 Wil “It is only those who have knowledge among His
slaves that fear Allah.” [TMQ Surah Fatir 35:28]

The Messenger of Allah, Muhammad (saw) said, :oslll s lawd 13)y (il geha Lalia 1) Galdl (e Gliisay
«s) ¥y skl “There are two types of people. If they are righteous, the people will be righteous.
If they are corrupt, the people will be corrupt. It is the ulema and the rulers.” Narrated by Abu
Nu'aym in Al-Hilya on the authority of Ibn Abbas, and mentioned by Al-Suyuti in Al-Jami’ Al-Saghir
with this wording.

‘Ulema are those whom Allah (swt) has blessed with understanding of the Deen, and the
knowledge disciplines of Islam and has purified them with wisdom and knowledge. They are the most
knowledgeable people about what is permissible (halal) and what is prohibited (haram). ‘Ulema are
the most competent in recognizing the Qadr of Allah (swt). Therefore, we find that they should be the
most pious of people, and they are the most deserving of bearing the banner of knowledge and then
working to bring about change.

Whoever is like this will be keen to do what Allah (swt) has enjoined upon him of supporting and
spreading the truth, advising everyone who needs advice, whether they are from the faction of rulers
or from the ruled, informing people of the truth, commanding what is maroof (right) and forbidding
what is munkar (evil), as this is one of the greatest obligations. The Messenger of Allah, Muhammad,
(saw) said, M A al dia Glde aGle A Gy of (Sdgd o) JSiall (o (3gily g rally (el coay dana udi oM g
« claiw “By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, you must command what is
maroof (right) and forbid what is evil (munkar), or Allah (swt) will soon send a punishment
upon you from Him, and then you make Dua to Him and He will not answer you.”

The ‘ulema are the people most deserving of fighting the oppressor and supporting the
oppressed. The Messenger of Allah, Muhammad, (saw) said, edd alla aSla 1) ald a9 3 3aa £lagdd) Loy
«Alidd olgiy “The master of martyrs is Hamza and a man who stands up to an oppressive ruler,
commands him to the right, and forbids him from evil, and he is killed for it.”

The Messenger of Allah, Muhammad, (saw) also said, «ia gdalu ie @ dalS dgall Jadin “The best
jihad is a word of truth in the presence of an unjust ruler.”

Who can differentiate between right and wrong, justice and injustice, as an ‘alim does?! Who can
know the path of truth and the legitimate way to change, like as an ‘alim does?! Therefore, the
Messenger Muhammad (saw) informed us in the previous hadith that the righteousness of societies
comes from the righteousness of the rulers and ulema, and that their corruption comes from their
corruption. So if a ruler intends to cause corruption, the ulema will repel him, if they are pious ulema.
And they exist in every place and time.

It is noteworthy that the texts of revelation from the Book and Sunnah have come together to
explain the virtue of knowledge and ulema and mention their status, including,

- Allah (swt) said, oéiwﬂh Vs alai isi3l3 4&-&5\3 » Y ﬁg g i & igdy “Allah bears witness that La
ilahailla Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), and the angels, and those having
knowledge (also give this witness); (He is always) maintaining His creation in Justice.” [TMQ

Surah Aali-Imran 3:18].

In the ayah, He (swt) began with Himself, then mentioned the angels and the people of
knowledge. That is enough in terms of honor and action.

- Allah (swt) said, §&a05 alsfi | sl Guilly akia i slatp i &1 @833 “Allah will exalt in degree those of
you who believe, and those who have been granted knowledge.” [TMQ Surah Al-Mujadila 58:11].
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Abdullah Ibn Abbas (ra), may Allah be pleased with them both, said, 4les cpiasall §6d a3 slakell
ale Adlawad liaal) G L 42, “The ulema have seven hundred ranks above the believers, and the
distance between each of the two ranks is five hundred years.”

- And Allah (swt) said, e%la&a 3a 3 Gl Gl A AT G a0y a1 il il J&3y “And those who were

given knowledge said, ‘Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for those who believe and do
righteous deeds.”” [TMQ Surah Al-Qasas:80].

- And the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad, (saw) said, «sid 4egliy cpall A 4¢84 18 40 A 3 Gan
“Whoever Allah wants good for, He gives him understanding of the Deen and guides him to
the right path.”

- The Messenger of Allah Muhammad (saw) said, «ski¥) &5 slalali» “Ulema are the heirs of the
Prophets (as).” It is known that there is no rank above Prophethood, and no honor above inheriting
that rank.

- The Messenger of Allah Muhammad (saw) said, «oa¥ls @lsend B L alall @iy “Whatever is
in the heavens and the earth seeks forgiveness for a alim.” What position is greater than the
position of one for whom the angels of the heavens and the earth are busy seeking forgiveness?!

- The Messenger of Allah, Muhammad, (saw) said, swl 4ud Cigay i ¥ dalig ol ¥ Luaa alladl & gay
«useb pad g alle Giga (» “The death of an alim is a calamity that cannot be repaired, and a gap
that cannot be filled. The death of a tribe is easier than the death of an alim, which is a star
that has been extinguished.” Narrated by Al-Tabarani on the authority of Abu Al-Darda’ and he
conveyed.

- The Messenger of Allah, Muhammad, (saw) said, «s!3&) a4 slalall s el a gy o Js» “On the
Day of Resurrection, the ink of ulema will be weighed as the blood of martyrs.”

- The Prophet Muhammad (saw) said, «asbal e Lais slal) o alad) 328y “The superiority of the
ulema over the common worshipper is like my superlorlty over the lowest of you.” Then the
Messenger of Allah, Muhammad, (saw) said, 9B 2 Al Fa g My sl (Al A<Dl al) Oy
«OAN Gulll) alaa o Gsbag & gall “Allah, His angels, the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth,
even the ant in its hole and even the fish, send blessings upon the one who teaches people
good.”

- The Prophet Muhammad (saw) said, «<sSIssl sbu o jadl A3 jadl) Qs slal) o allal) Jaby “The
superiority of the alim over the common worshipper is like the superiority of the moon, on the
night of the full moon over all the other planets.”

- And the Prophet Muhammad (saw) said, «sagall g slalall g eLui¥) EOG Aaldll a 50 adduy “On the Day of
Resurrection, three will intercede: the Prophets (saw), the ulema, and the martyrs.”

And on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (ra) who said, sl &l Jgdi L Bda) cale g W dd e gl ol
OS0 Y Tasak alg calal) gl ) gladaion b gy JS ga Csbia (30U IS LTI Ele ) gat g (Bl Jaa (A8 alaliag oAl allad ‘UJ;
plad) L@-ﬁu‘é—iu—\.ﬁeﬂ.ﬂ“\.\“} MM\QALSJLA\JM\GSQJSJJ?H\ Jedt uu\)&&-ubdu)u@lﬂ\ (Juall (e i alad) | (358
& L gl slalall g slal aa g JIga¥) A cile ) g5 Jo5i Jlall dagia g Al ga dag A5 53aY) Jaan g il A delal) e]la.“c_ms.\
Bisage gl B agllialy Baglle agilel adl “Hearts are vessels. The best of them are the most
receptive. Remember what | say to you, People are of three types: an alim of Allah (godly
scholar), a student on the path of salvation, and the ignorant who follow every cawing, are
swayed by every wind, are not illuminated by the light of knowledge, and do not take refuge in
a secure corner. Knowledge is better than wealth. Knowledge guards you while you guard
wealth. Knowledge grows with deeds, whilst wealth decreases with spending. The love of an
alim is a debt that is repaid. Knowledge earns the alim obedience during his life, and a
beautiful story after his death. The work of wealth disappears, with its disappearance. The
hoarders of wealth become dead, whilst they were alive. However, the ulema remain as long
as time remains. Their bodies are lost, but their likes exist in the hearts.”

Abu Al-Aswad said, dstall o alsa slalally (ulil) o alsa dglall calal) (10 5o 54 gud “There is nothing
more precious than knowledge. The rulers are rulers over people, whilst ulema are rulers over
the rulers.”

lbn Abbas (ra) (may Allah be pleased with him) said, Jwalls alsl) o (BSall Lagale) agha ¢ Ghales s
daa dlall g Jlal) leld alal) JUAL kel g “Suleiman (as), son of David (as) was given the choice between
knowledge, money, and ruling. He chose knowledge, so he was given money and ruling with
it.”



Ibn Al-Mubarak was asked, wall ¢siSh cpdll (& $A0ul pab (I8 b 31 (JE 0 glall (e 8 elalad) (a8 € il (g
b “Who are best of the people?” He said, “The ulema.” It was said, “Who are the best of the
rulers?” He said, “Those who abstain from Dunya.” It was said, “Who are the lowly?” He said, “Those
who eat the world, using Deen.”

Al-Hasan said, sl Jie il jlal &l21l Y 8 “If it were not for knowledge, people would become like
animals.”

Imam Abu Hamid Al-Ghazali, may Allah have mercy on him, said, Y b agidle 5 elalall 3y S o3¢
O s ) Sy PESTRIPEE o @u;m\ (b L;;;\}xsi\ pet S bl 5 sl agWle A5 Sl e (el s g pually
¢ i clalad) oyl &LAJ:Y\ QJ;S a8 eg‘y\ Lol 5 Led 5lusd d‘j‘j c\.@.’é&é Aadall g_vjlﬂ\ ‘53 (.\@.A)LS Bl f@\ ol \yal';\ Lald caalgdall ?@5‘)‘),3
My kel by el slall by Ule 1 Sl ) galdY ealall G 1 gaiady | B0a gly osaniy ali cagl) gl aell 8l el Wl ) galSs o
Y @l e (aks (JALY1 e daaall e jah Q) Ll s agle (dsind (e coladl s Jlall G oDy elalall alud g celalall
“This was the way of the ‘ulema, and their habit of commanding maroof and forbidding munkar, and
their lack of concern for the power of the rulers. This is because they relied on the Grace of Allah
(swt) to protect them. They were satisfied with the Decision of Allah (swt) to grant them martyrdom.
When they sincerely intended for Allah (swt), their words affected the hard hearts, softened them, and
removed their hardness. As for now, greed has tied the tongues of the ulema, so they have remained
silent. Were they to speak, their words do not match their deeds, so they did not succeed. If they
were truthful, and intended the true knowledge, they would have succeeded. The corruption of the
subjects is due to the corruption of the rulers. The corruption of the rulers is due to the corruption of
the ulema. The corruption of the ulema is due to the dominance of the love of money and prestige.
Whoever is dominated by the love of the world is not able to hold even the lowly accountable, so how
about the rulers and the influential and chiefs?”

Through these texts of ayaat, hadiths and famous sayings, we find the status that Islam has
given to the ‘ulema, due to their great role in carrying the banner of guidance, calling and advising
this Ummah, as they carried this trust with their knowledge and were the most trustworthy and worthy
of being followed. This is if they were pious ulema, supporters of truth against falsehood, keen on
advising the ruler. This is what ulema reposed in the Islamic world during the Islamic state in different
eras. There are many examples of ulema confronting oppressors and people of falsehood, and
commander what is maroof (right) and forbidding what is munkar (evil) in our glorious Islamic history.

This is how the pious ulema are, and this was their position in every era of Islam, supporting the
truth, not fearing the blame of any blamer for the sake of Allah (swt), seeking the afterlife and not
caring about this fleeting world...

So where are you, O Ulema of our Ummah, today, when the conditions of the Ummah are
deteriorating from bad to worse, and the kafir states have fallen upon it from every direction. Indeed,

Where are you in what is happening today after the Al-Agsa Flood, when the shame of the agent
regimes has become apparent, and the hatred of the East and the West towards Islam and the
Muslims has become apparent?!... It is a fierce war with no compromise. The Ummah needs
someone to strengthen its confidence in its Deen and in itself, and someone needs to stand by its
side in seeking Nussrah for the origin of strength and protection, to support the truth and liberate the
country and its people.

O Ulema, know that you have been entrusted with this trust, so either you fulfill it properly and
clear your conscience before Allah (swt) and become deserving of reward in this world and the
hereafter. If you do not attain this degree, and if you neglect this great duty, at that time how will
respond to Allah (swt) on the Day of Judgment, having betrayed this trust? And know, O Ulema, that
the Messenger Muhammad (saw) informed us about our time, when people will be divided into two
camps, a camp of Iman in which there is no hypocrisy, and a camp of hypocrisy in which there is no
Iman. So who among you will repeat the biography of Ibn Taymiyyah and Al-1zz ibn Abd Al-Salam
and be a pious alim, a guide to the Deen of truth, a true heir of the Prophets (as), who fears none but
Allah (swt), who speaks the truth and does not fear the blame of any blamer for the sake of Allah
(swt).



