The Second Pledge of Agaba, the Pledge of War

https://www.al-waie.org/archives/article/7308

Al-Waie Magazine - Issue 138
Jumada al-Akhir 1419 AH / October 1998 CE
(Translated)

Imam Ahmad said: Abd al-Razzaq told us, Muammar told us, on the authority of lbn
Khathim, on the authority of Abu al-Zubayr, on the authority of Jabir, who said: The
Messenger of Allah (saw), stayed in Makkah for ten years, foIIowmg people to the|r homes, in
Ukaz and Majanna, and during the Hajj seasons, saying, 3 Al é—" ey u-')*‘-“ Cr s day
«w\ 43 “Who will grant sanctuary to me? Who will grant support to me? So that | may
convey the Risaalah (message) of my Lord and Paradise will be his.”

However, he (saw) found no one to grant sanctuary or support to him.

Even a man would go out from Yemen or Mudar and his people and relatives would
come to him and say, “Beware of the young man of Quraysh, lest he corrupts you.” He (saw)
would pass among their people, while they pointed fingers at him, until Allah (swt) sent us to
him from Yathrib, so we granted sanctuary to him and believed in him. Then a man from us
would go out and believe in him and he (saw) read to him the Qur'an, and the man from us
would then return to his family and they would accept Islam, until there was not a house of
the Ansar (saw) except that there was a group of Muslims within it who embraced Islam.
Then they all conspired and we said, “Until when will we leave the Messenger of Allah
(saw) wandering and being driven out around the mountains of Makkah in fear?”

Seventy of us set out to meet him during the Hajj season. We made an appointment with
him at the ravine of Aqabah. We gathered there, one or two men at a time, until we all met.
We said, Sy s i Jous b “O Messenger of Allah, upon what should we make Bayah
to you?” He (saw) said, )AY\ Sy suilly il b ‘1533-“3 Juklly Jalialy uﬁ delday gl o (5 sl
Lues.\lc Eagd \J\@Muaj)m & LA&J@AYMJS A.\s\uﬁuﬁlm‘im‘uﬁ‘j U‘JJS.\A\&U.@_JBMJ}ASU
@) Ay akeliy 2833503 adLidll A (i “You pledge Bayah to me upon listening and
obeying me in times of activity and idleness, and to spend in times of difficulty and
ease, to enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong, to speak for the sake of Allah
(swt) without fearing the blame of any critic, and to grant me support and protection
when | come to you, from what you protect yourselves, your wives and your children.
Then, Paradise is yours.”

So we went to h|m (saw) and Asad ibn Zurarah (ra) took his hand and said, <& Jal G 1355
u\,esju;dﬁj‘utsuﬁn MJ\AA?}A\ Al u\”m,eulc A e B Oy 4 Al G355 ) O 3K «_U..A.\?SL\U
(‘Sl)m: 548 Sl \}msme&.m\uﬁu}sme}seu\u\jdn\écesﬁbdhé; u}ﬂae}sfm\u\ﬁuﬂ\e&au
Jg‘;smwjkyjuh 32T Sl 4 Ll 06 1l ks V5 10 Gad o $8 Y B5 e b e Ll 106 A s
450 “Consider a moment, O people of Yathrib, for we did not set out to meet him except
because we knew that he was the Messenger of Allah (saw), and we knew that his expulsion
today would be an act of hostility against all the Arabs. The best of you would be killed and
swords would strike at you. Either you are a people who can bear it patiently, so take it, and
your reward is with Allah, or you are a people who fear for yourselves, so leave him. Make it
all clear now, for it will be more excusable for you before Allah (saw).”

They said, “Slow down, As’ad. By Allah, we will never abandon this Bayah of allegiance
or withdraw from it.”

So we went to him (saw) and pledged Bayah to him (saw). He (saw) took some
conditions from us and stipulated that we would have Paradise in return.
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Ibn Ishaqg said, on the authority of Ma’bad, on the authority of Abdullah, on the authority
of his father Ka’'b bin Malik, who said, “We slept that night with our people in our tents, until a
third of the night had passed. We then left our tents to meet the Messenger of Allah (saw).
We crept like sandgrouse, stealthily, until we gathered in the valley near the pass. We were
seventy-three men, and with us were two of our women.” The women were Nusaybah bint
Ka’b, Umm ‘Amara al-Maziniyyah, and Asma bint ‘Amr bin ‘Adi from Banu Salamah, who was
Umm Mani’.

Ka’b ibn Malik said, When we gathered in the ravine, we were waiting for the Messenger
of Allah (saw) until he came to us with Al-Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib, who was still following
the Deen of his people at that time, except that he wanted to be present about his nephew
and provide him with security. When he sat down, the first to speak was Al-Abbas ibn Abdul
Muttalib, who said, se ¢ Wi, Jie Lo s Gae Liad (1a slinia 3 caale 38 i Lia Taena ¢ @01 sdaa
o gailas el o gaige s Loy ad 058l 5 oSl ()5 55 GBS ()8 €Sy 3 oalll g aSal LW W) (ol 4l 5 conly B A s cdad e B e
Axiag3e A add osead OV Gad oSl g jAN day o IHA 5 0 galias oSl (5 5 W3S ()5 D (e pilent Loy QA cadllA (ha
sahs 4a s = “O people of Khazraj, Muhammad (saw) is one of us as you know, and we have
protected him as amongst our people, amongst those who share the same opinion as we do
about him. He (saw) is honored by his people and protected in his land. He has rejected that
only to side with you and join you. If you think that you will fulfill what you have called him to,
and protect him from those who oppose him, then you are responsible for what you have
borne of that. However, if you think that you will surrender him and abandon him, after he
has come out to you, then from now leave him alone, for he is honored and safe from his
people and land.”

So we said to him, “We have heard what you said, so speak, O Messenger of Allah (saw)
and take for yourself and your Lord whatever you like.”

So the Messenger of Allah (saw) spoke recited the Quran called to Allah, and
encouraged people to Islam. He then said, «a&slily sl e & sl L S i G o aS-ﬂ-ﬂ» “
pledge Bayah upon you that you will protect me from what you protect your women
and children.”

So Al-Bara’ ibn Ma'rur took his hand and said, Ll <L) i 4ie aiai Lee liniail ally cling (g3 68 cans
DS e 1S Ll )5 s ad bl il oaié ) Jouy b “Yes, by He (swt) who sent you with the Truth,
we will protect you from what we protect our offspring from. So pledge Bayah upon us, O
Messenger of Allah, for by Allah, we are the offspring of warfare, and we have inherited that
from our forefathers.”

Abu Al-Haitham ibn Al-Tayhan objected and said, «w sbld U s Yia Ja 5 s L o el gy by
flexis dlad ) aa i o ) & elal o5 olld Uilad ) Cue Jeb 256l s “O Messenger of Allah, there are
ties between us and men, and we will sever them (he meant the Jews), so if we do that and
Allah (swt) grants you victory, do you think you will return to your people and leave us?”

The Messenger of Allah (saw) smiled and then said, e Al akia Ul adgd adgdiy a0 A0 Jin
«aiall (ra a-“vwb AA da «-ul-\‘ “Instead, blood is blood. Destruction is destruction. | am of
you and you are of me. | fight whoever you fought. | make peace with whoever you
made peace with.”

Ka'b said: The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, «age3® & (sisks il jae (3 ala 29 153 Aly
“Bring me out from among you twelve commanders who will be responsible for their
people and what is within them.”

So they brought out twelve commanders from among them: nine from the Khazraj and
three from the Aws. Ibn Ishaq said: Abdullah bin Abi Bakr told me that the Messenger of

Allah £ said to the commanders: (& 388 Uiy a3a ¢l sl O 350 AEKK 3K 20 Lay 38038 o 2y



«s3% “You are responsible for your people and what is within them, just as the
Disciples were responsible for Isa, son of Mariam. | am responsible for my people.”

Ibn Ishag said: Asim bin Umar bin Qatada told me that when the people gathered to
pledge Bayah to the Messenger of Allah (saw), Al-Abbas bin Ubadah bin Nadlah Al-Ansari,
the brother of Banu Salim bin Auf, said, da_ll 1 ¢ sl 23le 5038 da z 338l Ldea b “O people of
Khazraj, do you know what you are pledging Bayah to this man for?” They said: »= Yes.

He said, S5 18 51 dmn oS ol il 18 S5 015 5 258 (b el o 3515 seat) e 40505 oS3
JiBy JsaY) ASg e i) o aigen Ly 4l G5 oSl (g 55 &S ()5 8)AY 5 Liall (8 qilad o) bl sed Y (b cogatialud
3aYs Ll i iy sed 05338 al ,3Y) “You are pledging Bayah to him to wage war against the
ruddy and the black of people. If you think that if a calamity depletes your wealth and Kills
your nobles, you will surrender him, then from now on, by Allah, if you do so, it will be a
disgrace in this world and the next. However, if you think that you will fulfill what you called
him towards, despite the depletion of wealth and the killing of nobles, then take him, for by
Allah, it is the best in this world and the next.”

They said, s cad o & Jouy bl WL ol il Ji5 JIsel) dae e 2230 Ul “We will take it
even if we lose our wealth and kill our nobles. What will we get from that, O Messenger of
Allah (saw), if we fulfill our promise?” He (saw) said, «&ial» “Paradise.” He (saw) extended
his hand and they pledged Bayah to him.

Al-Bayhagi narrated that Ubadah ibn al-Samit said, s alug 4le & e & Jguy Unly Uiy
& B Jeli o ey Siall ge (gillg Cig mally paY) o g« pundl g puadl B ABaT g (el g LA A delhall g aand)
Upliyl g Ul gl e Uil 4y adad Laa iy Uile a8 13) aluig dle dll Lo dll Jguy puali o) do g ad dagl 4d LKLY
«idial Wy “We have pledged Bayah to the Messenger of Allah (saw), to hear and obey in
times of activity and inactivity, to spend in times of hardship and ease, to enjoin what
is right and forbid what is wrong, to speak about Allah without fear of blame from
anyone, and to support the Messenger of Allah £, when he comes to us in Yathrib, in a
way that will protect us, our wives and our children, and Paradise will be ours.”

When the Bayah and assurance were completed, the Messenger of Allah (saw), said to
them, &4, ) 15283 “Return to your homes.”

Al-Abbas ibn Ubadah ibn Nadlah al-Ansari said, dal e ol il o) gally eing 2 ) Jsmy b
Lol T e “O Messenger of Allah, by the One Who sent you with the truth, if you wish, we
will attack the people of Mina tomorrow with our swords.”

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, «a&la, ) 1) Gy iy 5% aly “We have not been
given command yet, but return to your homes.”

Thus, the solid nucleus for establishing the first Islamic State was found in Madinah, and
the Messenger of Allah (saw) permitted the Muslims to migrate to Madinah.



