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[Note: The sister and writer of this article, Sulafa Shoman, has passed away and
returned to the mercy of Allah (swt). Before her departure, she sent her final article to Al-
Waie Magazine, which became a fitting conclusion of her journey in the fields of thought and
Dawah to Islam.]

Sister Sulafa, may Allah have mercy on her, was one of the writers and members of the
magazine team. Through her sincere pen, she shared what would uplift the Ummah, and
expressed her deep and wise awareness.

We pray that Allah (swt) accepts her into His Mercy with honor, forgives her sins, and
grants her a beautiful place in Jannah. We extend our heartfelt condolences to her family and
loved ones, asking Allah (swt) to grant them patience and reward for their loss. May Allah
(swt) purify her from all faults and mistakes, elevate her status, and grant her peace.
Aameen!]

The Sunan (Laws) of Allah (swt) Do Not Change or Alter

All praise is due to Allah (swt), many praises, pure and blessed. All praise is due to Allah
(swt) in a way that befits the Majesty of His Face and the greatness of His Sovereignty. May
peace and blessings be upon the leader of all messengers, our master Muhammad (saw)
and upon his family (ra), his Companions (ra), and those who follow him until the Day of
Judgment. Allah (swt) says in the Qur'an, #Jsai ¥3 Wy Gsdag ¥ & 50T 1550 1088 Gl akus 3o “If

those who disbelieve had fought you, they would have turned their backs in retreat,
and they would have found no protector or helper.” [TMQ Surah Al-Fath 22]

The Meaning of Sunnah in the Arabic Language

The root of the word sunnah in Arabic is of the letters “seen ” and “noon ©,” which
represent a consistent and smooth course of action. The plural of sunnah is sunan. The word
has multiple meanings, including, 1. Method or Way It refers to a path or a way, whether
good or bad. It could describe both positive and negative behavior or habits. 2. Habit Sunnah
also means a regular habit or custom. 3. The Sunnah of Allah (swt) refers to His laws or
decrees in creation, the way He has set things to occur in the world.

When Sunnah is used in the context of Islamic Shariah Law, it specifically refers to what
the Prophet Muhammad (saw) commanded, forbade, or encouraged, through his words,
actions, or approval (his tagrir), and this is in addition to what is mentioned in the Quran.
Thus, in Islamic Shariah sources, we refer to both the Qur'an and the Sunnah, meaning the
Hadith, the sayings and actions of the Prophet.

In the terminology of Hadith scholars (muhadithoon), the Sunnah is anything attributed to
the Prophet Muhammad (saw), whether it is a statement, an action, an approval, or even a
physical or moral characteristic. This can also apply to the practices of the Companions (ra)
of the Prophet (saw) or the Tabi‘un, where there is no room for personal opinion.

In Islamic Shariah jurisprudential terms, the Sunnah refers to actions that are
commendable (mandub or naafilah) in Deen but are not obligatory or mandatory, so they are
not fard or wajib.
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Finally, Sunnah can also mean nature, appearance, or image. For example, you might
say, “He resembles him in his Sunnah,” referring to his likeness in appearance or nature.

As for our topic, the term sunnah has not been commonly used in any specific technical
sense to mean the laws of material things. Instead, its linguistic meaning remains attached to
it. We have seen that both the Quran and Hadith use the term Sunnah, and Sunan, its plural,
to refer to a way of behavior or the way societies are affected by certain actions. Allah (swt)
has established sunan for people and has asked Muslims to understand or discover them.
The intended meaning is that sunnah represents Allah’s divine Will or Judgment. Allah’s
sunan are the laws and principles He has set for His creation based on certain natural laws.

From the verse | began with, we understand that Allah (swt) has set sunan (laws) in this
universe, meaning specific rules and regulations. These laws do not change or alter because
they are Allah’s decree, and the verse indicates this. The topic of the verse addresses the
sunnah of Allah in granting victory to the believers. It is a promise of victory (nasr) and
empowerment (tamkeen) for those who hold onto Iman, seek Allah’s help, and ask for His
support. The lesson in this verse is a message for the way of calls and their consequences it
serves as both glad tidings and warning, motivating people to do good.

In this noble verse, Allah (swt) speaks to the Prophet (saw), and by extension, to his
followers, saying that if a battle were permitted between him (saw), with his Companions (ra),
and the disbelievers of Quraysh, during the sixth year of Hijrah, when the Prophet and his
Companions went to visit the Ka'bah but were prevented by the idolaters, the victory would
belong to the Muslims, the people of truth, over the disbelievers of Quraysh.

The verse that follows confirms that this victory of haq (truth) over batil (falsehood), and
Iman over kufr (disbelief), is a sunnah of Allah (swt), meaning it is a divine rule and law in the
struggle between haq (truth) and batil (falsehood), as long as the people of haq are with
Allah (swt). It emphasizes that these divine laws do not change or alter.

Their arrogance in this world, and in the sunnah (divine law), there is a lesson for them,
in those who were stronger and more powerful than them. A punishment surrounded them,
showing the battle between truth and falsehood. The verses in the Noble Quran repeatedly
empha3|ze and confirm this message. Allah (swt) says, cilu 3 G agd 58 | 56d5 o) 19588 Gl d-‘v%o

%uﬁéﬂ‘ &l Cuaa b T gd g ¢) 5 “Say to those who disbelieve, if they cease, what has passed

will be forgiven for them. But if they return to their disobedience, the fate of the former
people has already passed.” [TMQ Surah Al-Anfal 38].

And He says ¥ dy-u O ee-uh L‘J uﬂﬂ‘ eu uﬁ 43-@ u-ﬂ U&-u‘ -NJ u&hﬂ 43 Uy RN U GAS Oy

,.,,

down the Qur’an, and mdeed, We WI|| protect |t. And We had already sent (messengers)
to the former peoples. And whenever a messenger came to them, they ridiculed him.
Thus, We make it (disbelief) in the hearts of the criminals. They do not believe in it,
and the way of the former peoples has already passed.” [TMQ Surah Al-Hijr 9-13].

And He (SWt) also says, wm*m‘ﬂdﬁhu}\.\h‘iHUL@.\.AJJAJA.\IUAJY‘QAJJJM !34\50‘3%0
3 gA5 il 23 ¥ Tl oo A Gl 8 “And if they were about to drive you out of the land,

they would not remain after you except for a little while * This is the way of those We
had sent before you. And you will not find a change in Our way.” [TMQ Surah Al-Isra
76-7].

The societal law shows that the struggle between truth and falsehood goes from simply
hating the truth and resenting it, to openly showing animosity and confronting its proponents.
Falsehood cannot tolerate the mere existence of truth, because it knows that truth has a
dynamic power that is always moving, growing, influencing, gaining followers, and
establishing dominance. And the Law of Allah (swt) is that truth will ultimately triumph, even if
it takes time. Even if falsehood once gains power, it will not last. Falsehood will quickly
vanish, and truth will prevail. No matter how much the enemies of truth oppress or persecute



the messengers—whether by expelling them, imprisoning them, or killing them—the truth will
never be replaced by falsehood. This is a fixed, unchanglng law. Allah (swt) says, & 08 G

o@”m 5% &7 el G J.a Sa 131 G b A LU= &1 Gash L A Cra u-ul\ “There is no blame

upon the Prophet concerning what Allah has decreed for him. This is the way of Allah
with those who came before him. And the command of Allah is a destiny determined.”
[TMQ Surah Al-Ahzab 38].

And He (swt) says, Gl aaply Wb aAY\ 533) ba 53l Gkl 510 ahele (ol es-w‘ 3 AL bwﬂb%

‘_\Mmuﬂuﬂjf\m\l\ ujpm&muy&@uaﬂi@ﬁmwy Rag pa Nl B juke * 158 ) 2k
43 ga5 A il 333 a5 & “And they swear by Allah with the most solemn oaths that if

a warner came to them, they would be more rightly guided than any of the nations. But
when a warner came to them, it only increased them in aversion. * In arrogance in the
land and in evil plotting. However, the evil plotting does not encompass except its
own people. So, do they await except the way of the former peoples? You will never
find in the sunnah of Allah any change, and you will never find in the sunnah of Allah
any alteration.” [TMQ Surah Fater 42-3].

And Allah (swt) says, 53 -\ubee-uJ-'S\ "ylsaqﬂwwﬁ\w & G b (a1 B Ty e Al
\ylsu*th@M\wehmm\pﬁuudhﬂﬁf “*;uwa*wm\ytsu*su.mmuaﬂ\ua\;u\;j
MU“’J‘GJM*&“A&A&!G&# u.\S "MUSLMIAJASJ oJAJA»hL\A\#\ﬂBMU\JJ‘;JLASﬁ*‘JJf-M 4y
c%wﬁﬁ\ Ak Judj=ede b GA B i &F eil “Have they not traveled through the land and

seen how was the end of those before them? They were more numerous than them
and greater in strength and in traces upon the earth. However, nothing availed them of
what they used to earn * And when their Messengers came to them with clear
evidences, they rejoiced in what they had of knowledge, but that which they had been
ridiculing surrounded them * And when they saw Our punishment, they said, ‘We
believe in Allah alone and reject what we used to associate with Him.” * However, their
faith could not benefit them when they saw Our punishment. This is Allah’s sunnah
with His servants, and the disbelievers will lose.” [TMQ Ghafir 82-5].

And Allah says, &ait Gl * (Al &del Gailiy sl (ol e 4535 385 0a 358a ) 1 Jush
§Osindall L iy Gulll ¢ Gudally Bl Gualisiy l5:ally £150 2 “And race to forgiveness from
your Lord and a paradise as wide as the heavens and the earth, prepared for the

righteous, who spend in prosperity and in adversity, who restrain anger and who
pardon the people—and Allah loves the doers of good.” [TMQ Aal-i Imran 133-4].

From these verses, and through reflecting upon them, we learn that the sunnah (Law of
Allah) refers to the divine rules and laws that Allah (swt) has enacted for His servants in this
life. These laws do not change and are unalterable.

First Allah (swt) Made Humans His Vicegerents on Earth — As a Beginning for the
Struggle Between Truth (Haq) and Falsehood (Batil)

The purpose of human beings’ creation on earth is to develop and improve it according
to the guidance of Allah (swt), and this includes WOEShIpplng Allah (swt) alone, without
associating any partners with Him. Allah says, Ja350 1318 408 (=781 b Jela ) Asiladl &ty gd 4‘3%0

C%UJAS.UYLAPSG\ u.ﬂ JIAJS u.u.n.u dau@uu UAJJ f-LA.ﬁ\ dsouLg.\ﬁ ..\u.hua %t “And when your Lord

said to the angels, “Indeed, | will make upon the earth a successor.” They said, “Will
You place upon it one who causes corruption therein and sheds blood, while we
declare Your praise and sanctify You?” He said, “Indeed, | know that which you do not
know.” [TMQ Surah Al-Bagarah 30]. And Allah (swt) also says, e%wm \J\ um X uai\ KRR 3%

“And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to worshlp Me.” [TMQ Surah Adh-
Dhariyat 56]. And Allah (swt) says, 55505 Bslall Tsaly sLEA Cudi A Cyualia AT 19300 ) 130 Gl

4R 4543 USJM “And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, being



sincere to Him in religion, inclining to truth, and to establish Salah and give zakah.
And that is the correct Deen.” [TMQ Surah Al-Bayyina 5].

These verses emphasize a key principle of Allah’s Wisdom, which is that Allah (swt) did
not create human beings without purpose. Instead, Allah (swt) created them with a grand
goal and a noble purpose that would elevate them, keeping them from being like animals in
their lowest form. This goal is to improve and develop the earth according to Allah’s guidance,
as well as to dedicate sincere worship to Allah (swt), with the ultimate aim of pleasing Him
and, thus, attaining paradise in the Hereafter.

Furthermore, this purpose and goal ensure the dqgnlty and honor of the human being as
a human. Allah (swt) says, &8 e apalady u.ukl\ Oa a3y Adiy i b ee-\lus plE A Ua3S Xalgy
c%lzueﬂ W Sas “And We have certainly honored the children of Adam and carried them

on the land and sea and provided for them of good things and preferred them over
much of what We have created, with definite preference.” [TMQ Surah Al-Isra 70].

This sunnah exists to distinguish between the believer and the disbeliever, the obedient
and the disobedient, the wicked and the pure, and thus the people of truth from the people of
falsehood. This distinction makes each deserving of their due reward — victory and honor in
this world for the people of truth, and Paradise in the Hereafter; while the people of falsehood
deserve punishment in this world and the Fire in the Hereatfter.

Allah (swt) says, 4 skl 5 ali sbs Sae Gl a0 2kt 8 aliy @igalil B 3y “He who created
death and life to test you [as to] which of you is best in deed — and He is the Almlghty,
the Most Forgwmg ” [TMQ Surah Al-Mulk 2]. And Allah (swt) also says, o (il Guual A ally
%u&géﬁ\ Gty | bt Gl 447 Cralaglh e-ei-ﬁ Oa Gl U Halp v G elE Y 2k Gale T3l o 13855 “Alif, Lam,
Meem * Do people think that they will be left to say, “We believe,” and they will not be
tested? * However, We certainly tested those before them, and Allah will surely make

evident those who are truthful, and He will surely make evident the liars.” [TMQ Surah
Al-‘Ankabut 1-3].

These divine laws can be understood from the meanings, causes, and conditions
expressed in different verses of the Quran. One of the wisdoms behind trials is to test how
patient, sincere, and steadfast the believer is, and whether he or she truly deserves victory
(nasr) in this life and the highest ranks in the Hereafter.

Allah says, Jsis (55 1513155 £i5ally sTull Aghic S4B e 1318 Gl 5 ol W L5115 of 2iua 3l
§oup AT Jai ) YW Al e vAas Tz Gadlly Jsu3 “Or do you think that you will enter
Paradise while such trial has not yet come to you as came to those who passed away
before you? They were touched by suffering and hardship and were shaken until even

the Messenger and those who believed with him said, “When will the help of Allah
come?” Unquestionably, the help of Allah is near.” [TMQ Surah Al- Baqarah 214] And

He also says, ug-gsd‘ V3 g V3 & gd 0a 9385 Aty akie Todga Codll 7 alhy Wy T680E of aiua e‘%
«%u&lwl-u)mﬂb 4245 “Do you think that you will be left [as you are] while Allah has not
yet made evident those among you who strive for His cause and do not take any ally

besides Allah, His Messenger, or the believers? And Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.” [TMQ Surah At-Tawbah 16].

The law of trials (sunnat al-ibtillah) shows Allah’s mercy, generosity, and justice toward
His believing servants — because when a believer faces hardship with patience and
acceptance of Allah’s decree, his sins are erased and his rank is raised.

Allah (swt) says, €& dsus o8 18885 of 12T Ga adlss Gay Luall BY G W “It was not
proper for the people of Madinah and those around them of the Bedouins to remain
behind the Messenger of Allah.” [TMQ Surah At-Tawbah 120—1] And the Prophet (saw)
said, O & & Y gL 48 3 u.\a as ) L;.\\ ¥y UJA Ygeb ¥y 'y Ygum O bl Gonay Lay
«b4dbi “No fatigue, illness, anxiety, sorrow, harm, or distress befalls a believer — even



a thorn that pricks him — but Allah expiates some_ of his sins because of it.”
(Muttafaqun alayh). He (saw) also said, «4iisd e gy 4l Sab ¥) (Lg8sh Lad A< 5l Cralsl) Gl ¥y “A
believer is not afflicted by even a thorn or anything worse but that Allah removes
some of his sins through it.” And he (saw) said, 4ty salgy 4udi 2 dagall g Gasally £360 313 Lay
«A.uha ade Loy s d AL A “Trials will continue to befall the believing man and woman
in their body, children, and wealth until they meet Allah with no sin upon them.”
[Tirmidhi, Ahmed]

_ Finally, Allah confirms this divine law clearly in the Quran &Jdb il G £ es-u-‘-\-dj%o

‘.Uj\ A uﬁ)%hbﬂh‘ ‘j&meé.'um\ \..ﬂ uaal\ Voo UAJ.ual\ JuJA.\I\J UA.N\J dJAY‘ u.duéﬂ-lj
409 9digall 22 ‘-‘-\53‘3 dal))y a0 oA Egla agle “And We will surely test you with somethlng of

fear and hunger and a loss of wealth, lives, and fruits, but give good tidings to the
patient * those who, when disaster strikes them, say, “Indeed, we belong to Allah, and
indeed to Him we will return.” * Those are the ones upon whom are blessings from
their Lord and mercy. And it is those who are rightly guided.” [TMQ Surah Al-Bagarah
155-7].

Second Allah (swt) Has Given Humans the Power to Choose Between Haq (Trurth)
and Batil (Falsehood)

Allah (swt) said in the Noble Quran, 4fe H& iiS ig5hils (ol (8 ohmd Gl A0 o S By
%@3’9}? “Many sunan have passed before you. So travel through the earth and see

what was the end of those who denied the truth.” [TMQ Surah Aal-Imran137]. And He
(swt) says, ¢cal3¥i A e 88 1 g3 )3 il 38 s o D880 15 ) 13008 (il &8 “Say to those who
disbelieve If they stop their disbelief, what has passed will be forgiven for them.
However, if they return to it, then the sunnah of the former peoples has already
passed ” [TMQ Surah Al-Anfal 38]. And He (Swt) says, * Gsf i “4 598 ¥) Jsus 0r agetls L

9 A4

‘%uﬂﬂ\ FEPRRAES g “ag Osiass ¥ * bMJA-AJ\ u;h LR dhs “No messenger comes to them

except that they mock him * Thus We make it enter into the hearts of the criminals. *
They do not believe in it, and indeed the sunnah of the former peoples has already
passed.” [TMQ Surah Al-Hijr 11-13].

These noble verses reveal an eternal universal truth and a divine sunnah that never
changes or fails the sunnah of the perpetual struggle between truth and falsehood. This has
been the way of past nations, demonstrating how Allah (swt) punished the kuffar, to serve as
a lesson for kuffar in every era, and so that believers may learn that the path to Paradise is
fraught with trials, mockery, denial, and rejection, and that the hearts of the criminals are led
to blindness from Iman —by their own actions— so they do not believe. Allah (swt) has
enabled humankind to choose between truth and falsehood, belief and disbelief and the path
of good or the path of evi—He made man a choice between following either path, that is, to
be among the people of truth or among the people of falsehood. Therefore, man is held
accountable for his choice.

Allah Almlghty said in the Noble Quran, * &8 2 um‘x\ GAIS 380 * a5 g s * AL ‘-\@-ﬁ da wu%)
4.|.\.1A3 thhdj u&’ﬂ&u#\*h\ OJ.:?SU\M\*\.\JYLA;&SMJJL -\A‘UGJMJUSU‘M‘
%gan-d\ “And you, O Muhammad, are free in this city * And by the father and what he

fathered * We have certainly created man in hardship * Does he think that no one has
power over him? * He says, ‘| have spent enormous wealth.” * Does he think that no
one sees him? * Have We not made for him two eyes, * A tongue and two lips, * And
We showed him the two ways of good and evil.” [TMQ Surah Al-Balad 1-10].

Third: The Two Paths are the Path of Good and the Path of Evil

Allah Almighty said |n the Noble Quran LS ) * ) 580 \-w ok A AN Ga G il o dak
%U\,&S Ll 18L& ) d.u....d\ A.s.m La\ * ) e La.uu 4.&;9 ML.\.: Ch.u\ ks O uu.a‘i\ “Has there not come
upon man a period of time when he was not a thlng worth mentioning? * Indeed, We



created man from a sperm-drop mixture to test him; so We made him hearing and
seeing. * We showed him the way — whether he is grateful or ungrateful.” [TMQ Surah
Al-Insan 1-3].

This is the realm of responsibility and accountability for humankind, where Allah (swt)
has given them the space to choose between the path of good and evil, truth and falsehood,
to follow the Deen and way of Allah (swt), or to follow their own desires. Then, the reward or
punishment is determined according to their choice If they choose the path of truth, they will
have victory (nasr) from Allah (swt) and empowerment (tamkeen) in this world, and Allah’s
pleasure, forgiveness, and gardens as wide as the heavens and the earth in the Hereafter.
However, if they choose the path of falsehood, disbelief, denial, and corruption on earth, then
their recompense is Allah’s anger in this world and the Hereafter. Allah (swt) said, \,h.m Lﬁﬁ%o

JL\S‘ u&aidﬂgi@h!yﬁg!gﬁswﬁ\‘g uy)ueaijuyﬁg\u&uwduw?&uuuumw
eéugdh & & “We said, ‘Descend from it, all of you. Then when guidance comes to you

from Me, whoever follows My guidance will have no fear, nor will they grieve.” * But
those who disbelieve and deny Our signs — they are the people of the Fire; they will
remain there forever.” [TMQ Surah Al-Bagarah 38-9].

Fourth: The Eternal Fight between Haq (Truth) and Batil (Falsehood)

The constant struggle that will never end until the Day of Judgment is the battle between
truth and falsehood, the path of good and the path of evil, between the people of truth and
the people of falsehood. This is a necessary struggle, and the two sides cannot meet or
reconcile. As a result, the relationship between the people of truth and the people of
falsehood is one of enmity. The people of truth must view the people of falsehood as their
enemies.

Naturally, the outcome of the conflict is the victory of truth over falsehood, as long as the
people of truth are supported by Allah. Allah (svvt) says, usﬂ-' uau Ga iy ‘-M-Mb Crsdiall &y
JLQSSUMU U.\n.\.d\ Yy .\93 UM\@A uﬁs.\.’d\ \ﬁ.u.uﬁ»)\ \y-u*ég\ MJ G-ﬂj)!-d\ R u33.u3Jmu
faha ¢ Gl agly B agady © adia (a “led u-'éh alga 5 “The hypocrites, both men and women,
are of one another. They enjoin what is wrong and forbid what is right. They close
their hands (from giving in charity). They have forgotten Allah, so He has forgotten
them. Indeed, the hypocrites are the defiantly disobedient. * Allah has promised the
hypocrite men and hypocrite women and the disbelievers the Fire of Hell, wherein they
will abide eternally. It is sufficient for them. And Allah has cursed them, and for them
|s an enduring punlshment ” [TMQ Surah At-Tawbah 67-8]. He (svvt) also says, us—uyﬁb‘%o
"U;wu &l e B30 ¢ us-u-',.s sobiall feadiy il o Gy ciaaally Gl Gans S UL pgaais &iapally
Gasa de Al W RS d-\b\ “The believing men and believing women are allies of one
another. They enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong. They establish the prayer
and give the zakah, and obey Allah and His Messenger. Those are the ones upon
whom Allah will have mercy. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise.” [TMQ Surah
At-Tawbah 71].

Further evidence of this conflict and enmity is the disbelievers’ constant plotting to
eliminate Islam and itg followers, even if it means speding their wealth efforts, and time.

Allah (swt) said, udﬁ‘JquH°Jma€-ﬁﬁu3$aeaLeAMimduuup T odian 2gdsal & ghal) § 988 Gpall u\%o
ATy aiga ) 1358 “Indeed, those who disbelieve spend their wealth to avert others

from the way of Allah. So, they will spend it, and then it will be for them a source of
regret. Then they will be defeated. And those who disbelieve will be gathered to Hell.”
[TMQ Surah Al-Anfal 36].

Let us consider how the Noble Quran expresses , this conflict and enmlty with emphaS|s
as in the Allah (swt)’s says, &3 5433‘ WP W aeal« S A s palll ¥y dsgall die a Ash
gl Y5 (5 on AT 5o A & bl e dpla o3 S5 aasTsal eadl “Never will the Jews or the
Chrlstlans be pleased with you until you follow their religion. Say, ‘Indeed, the



guidance of Allah is the only guidance.” And if you were to follow their desires after
what has come to you of knowledge, you would have against Allah no protector or
helper.” [TMQ Surah Al-Bagarah 120]. Therefore, a Muslim considers the relationship
between Muslims and non-Muslims to be one of enmity and inevitable conflict. Hence, the
Lord commanded us to forbid taking them as allies. He (swt) said, 3% 193555 ¥ T kalp Gl 130 %o

PREGE e-uS O A5 A Ts5a% o eShb Jsmlll Lsd A (3T (a aela Ly 19588 383 333all; agdl) 6085 £LL3H 953-’93
c%d.uuﬂ ;\y&am@&u&mw‘gm\ LAJ?A.\AA\LM?.\G\ Gig ondl.a?gJ\ UJJHSZ,ALAJA ;M\Jubyuuﬁ\dp
“O you who have believed, do not take My enemies and your enemies as allies,
offering them affection while they have disbelieved in what has come to you of the
truth, driving out the Prophet and you, because you believe in Allah, your Lord. If you
have come out to struggle for My cause and seeking to please Me, (then) you must not
show affection to them. And | am most knowing of what you have concealed and what
you have revealed. And whoever does so among you has certainly strayed from the
right path.” [TMQ Surah Al-Mumtahina 1].

Fifth: The Temptation of Iblis (Satan)

Allah (swt) created Iblis and his followers from the shayateen, and he is from the world of
the jinn. After he disobeyed Allah’s command by refusing to prostrate to Aadam (as), Allah
(swt) expelled him from His mercy. Iblis then swore to mislead humans and divert them from
the path of truth. This is a test for humans, to evaluate the strength and sincerity of their faith
and their commitment to obeying Allah (swt).

The temptation of Iblis does not give humans an excuse to follow the steps of Satan, as
Allah is merciful and just. Therefore, Allah (swt) repeatedly warns humans through the Noble
Quran and the Prophetic Sunnah not to follow the steps of Satan, while also making it clear
that Satan does not have control over them. Those who follow Satan do so by their own
choice, often due to a Weakness in their faith. The sincere bellever however, finds no path
for Satan. As AIIah (swt) says, 34l Ml& uh-wd\ b 3 &l ol UM\ R PR VA TN | Le—"-'%o
c%@.\.b&mu»)b QMUA‘_,SJAAM uﬁJ \.\4\ .\A\w@&uusJL’A’ﬁAAJJPSJG»)\MYJSJJS.\AJUQMU“O)/OU
who have believed, do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Whoever follows the steps of Satan,
indeed, he enjoins immorality and wrongdoings. If it were not for the grace of Allah upon you
and His mercy, none would have been purified. But Allah purifies whom He wills, and Allah is
Hearing, Knowmg " [TMQ Surah An-Nur 21]. AIIah also says, 15 ¥ ¢ ed‘f- u-‘-“ &) e ai\%o
%UJES ‘J-IJS-! @-‘5\ \JA-\SJ-\A@S.\.A Szl NJM‘EJ*‘ \.\é ‘_,.13.1.&\ Q\J Q-H-AJ.\G ?SS 4.1\ UM\ “Did | not
enjoin upon you, O children of Adam, that you not worship Satan? Indeed, he is to you
a clear enemy * And that you worship Me; this is the straight path. And indeed, he has
led astray from you a great multitude. Then, do you not understarld’?” [TMQ Surah Ya-
Sin 60- 62] He (swt) also says, &) * Jsiadi &b esuu ‘:!3 LA 5 el AKE%R5 ME (A & 25 &) Gwidll L@t..%)
§ il candal e 1380 Hda 1985 W) 1l 550850 Sl a1 &3l “O mankind, indeed the promise
of Allah is truth, so let not the worldly life deceive you and let not the deceiver (Satan)
deceive you about Allah * Indeed, Satan is to you an enemy, so take him as an enemy.
He only invites his followers to be among the companlons of the Blaze.” [TMQ Surah
Fater 5-6]. And He (swt) says, 3% a&l “4j) UM\ cshd 158 ¥y Lk Nis Ga N b s 1688 Gl l.g.ﬂ..a%)
%wm ¥ LAt I5ls8 oy eladaliy 8 Fully @SJAL,-.' Lug O “O mankind, eat from whatever is on
the earth [that is] lawful and good, and do not follow the steps of Satan. Indeed, he is

to you a clear enemy. He only commands you to evil and immoral behavior, and to say
about Allah what you do not know.” [TMQ Surah Al-Bagarah 168-9].

How a Muslim Should Deal with These Divine Sunan

Allah (swt) has created humans with a specific nature that does not change. Humans
have a vital energy that naturally drives them to interact with the creatures and laws of the
universe to fulfill their needs and instincts. In addition to this, they have intellect, which



distinguishes them from all other creatures and is the basis of their responsibility. Therefore,
humans must inevitably interact with and be influenced by these sunan laws.

What is the impact of these divine laws on human life? Our focus here is on the Muslim.
Since human behavior is based on his beliefs in life, that is, on his ideology, and since
Islamic belief is the true belief, belief in the sunan of Allah (swt) and that they do not change
or alter is part of this great belief. Based on it, the Islamic Ummah was formed, and it was the
foundation of its unity, strength, culture, civilization, heritage, and thus its dignity, victory, and
leadership for over a thousand years.

Allah’s sunan are not an obstacle for the Muslim in his striving in this life. Allah (swt) has
appointed humans on earth to live as worshipers and guardians according to the divine path
He has chosen for them. The Muslim’s firm belief in Allah (swt), in everything related to the
Iman, and that Allah’s sunan do not change or alter, makes him strive in this life to do what
pleases Allah (swt) and, therefore, earn Allah’s forgiveness and enter Paradise.

When the Muslim knows that he was created to cultivate the earth and worship Allah
(swt), and that he will be held accountable for every action, this understanding drives him to
do his work with all his effort, and determination to achieve this goal. The Muslim keeps in
mind the Hereafter, with its reckoning and reward. The Muslim never tires or gives up, and
he or she becomes an example of a sincere and effective servant throughout life. The
Muslim embodies the saying of Ali ibn Abi Talib (ra), may Allah honor his face, S @bl Jael)
(lae csas GlilS s &Y Jacly il ies “Work for your world as if you will live forever, and work for
your Hereafter as if you will d|e tomorrow.”

And it does not apply to the Muslim the Words of Allah (swt), when He (swt) says, [::-Aé%o

LGAQMUAJY\GAWUJy\J\J @bad\ﬁ\ﬁj‘muahuh&\MJLHAS\;JAAJ\GA’MJAMUAWU\
C%JLM\MJ*M Yboﬂ\@h\w\ \Mdﬁ\é\j*AW\HMYAM\JMUHJ&J\JI@J“And of

the people is he whose speech pleases you in this worldly life, and he calls Allah to
witness what is in his heart, yet he is the most intense of opponents. And when he
goes away, he strives throughout the earth to cause corruption therein and destroy
crops and animals. And Allah does not like corruption. And when it is said to him,
‘Fear Allah,” pride in the sin takes hold of him. Hell is sufficient for him, and wretched
is the resting place.” [TMQ Surah Al-Bagarah 204-206]. Instead, what applles to the
Musllm are the Words of Allah (swt), when He (swt) says, & cilaja sladi Adl 5 55 o ol Gadh

eéél-.ﬂ,dlg uuw 413 “And of the people is he who sells his soul in exchange for the pleasure
of Allah. And Allah is kind to the servants.” [TMQ Surah Al-Bagarah 207].

And His words, ¢isalall & & Alaay glidag (Sudy Bha & ) “Say, ‘Indeed, my prayer, my
rites of sacrifice, my living and my dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds.”” [TMQ
Surah Al-An’am 162].

Similarly, the Muslims’ belief in the certainty of the existence of two paths, the path of
truth and the path of falsehood, and the inevitable struggle between them, and the certainty
of the victory of truth, and that victory (nasr) is in the Hands of Allah, makes the Muslim
constantly seek the truth, inquire about it, then believe in it and live by it. Not only this, but he
also works to spread Islam, for Allah (swt) has commanded us to make Dawah to Islam.

The Muslim strives to always be in the companionship of Allah (swt), taking every means
that leads to victory, as prescribed and commanded by Allah (swt) and His Messenger (saw).
The Muslim is far from despair and hopelessness. Instead, the Muslim is always enthusiastic,
determined in good deeds, and always hopeful of victory and success. The Muslim knows
that his or her Shariah obligation is to work, while the results of victory and success are in
Allah’s Hands.

The Muslim’s belief in the sunnah of trial makes him a patient person, content with the
justice of Allah (swt), accepting His decree. The Muslims knows that trials have wisdom and
mercy in them. Through trials, people are distinguished the good from the bad, the true



believers from the false ones. It is also mercy, for the Muslim knows that by accepting Allah's
decree and being patient through trials, sins are forgiven and the status is raised by Allah
(swt). This makes the Muslim a positive person; the more Allah tests him or her, the more
faith, trust in Allah, and positive outlook towards Him (swt) increase, far removed from
despair and frustration, determined to contlnue on the path with resolve and determination.

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, &) 1oalall B Ay A Gy A A A& e &) padd 4 Laey
A & ua ¢ Alal O)3 4l T8 S &k $) e Alal “Amazing is the affair of the believer!
His entire affair is good, and this is only for the believer. If he is given something good,
he is grateful and it is better for him. If he is struck by a hardship, he is patient, and it
is better for him.” [Muslim] Allah (swt) says, gelus s a3 Gipall A3 bu‘%» “Indeed, the

patient will be given their reward without account.” [TMQ Surah Az-Zumar 10]. And He
(swt) says, %-u-m e &) EHE oy @smﬂ AR i A& G 4‘3%» “And when your Lord

proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will surely increase your favor; but if you deny,
indeed, My punishment is severe.”” [TMQ Surah Ibrahim 7]. Through this sunnah, the
Muslim understands the reality of this world it is a place of trial and a phase that will
eventually end, leading to the everlasting Hereafter. The work of the Muslim in this world is
for the Hereafter, and even if he or she does not gain anything from this world, the Muslim
does not mind, for the ultimate reward is the Hereafter and success in it. The Messenger of
Allah (saw) said, «3 AY! aSta a8 ga (Lidll Ll aS2a 52 3a» “My appointment with you is not in
this world, it is in the Hereafter.”

The Muslim is a sincere worker, diligent, a courageous knight, brave in fighting the
enemies, not fearing death, because he knows that life and death are in Allah’s Hands. The
Muslim is also a worshiper; the characteristic of Muslims is, Jdll & gba ) « il & lud “Brave
knights during the day, devoted worshippers during the night.”

Conclusion

| find no better way to conclude this topic than with this comprehensive, inclusive hadith,
which always reminds us of Allah’s sunan in His creation, and revives in the Muslim the belief
in tawakkul (reliance upon Allah (swt)), leading him to seek His help, strive to please Him,
and follow His commands and prohibitions. It instills in the Muslim a sense of pride and the
understanding that his fear should be only of Allah (swt).

Abu al-Abbas Abdullah ibn Abbas (ra) reported one day | was behind the Prophet (saw),
and he (saw) said to me, « 9»\ Jlad Gl 13) ¢ Aalas ¢ pa5 al) Jada ¢ dliaday & Bda) ¢ cilals e ‘_,a‘ éﬂ:— L»
Uu.n!j‘gs&ﬂ\@Sﬁ;wY\dﬂu@;u@&ﬂuuﬁyM\j&a}’\ uﬁek—bc AL Cpiuld Culati 13) 9
Ciaial) Cuda g éﬂ&‘i\ cad’y ¢ dlle Ah 4.\.:5 28 94:“‘" ‘2!\ 3 g Al h_,.uu 3 gy o == “0 young man, | will
teach you some words Be mindful of Allah, and He will protect you. Be mindful of
Allah, and you will find Him in front of you. When you ask, ask Allah. When you seek
help, seek help from Allah. And know that if the Ummah gathered together to benefit
you with something, it would not benefit you except with something that Allah has
already written for you. And if the people gathered to harm you with something, they
would not harm you except with something that Allah has already written against you.
The pens have been lifted, and the pages have dried.” (Narrated by At-Tirmidhi).

Our final dua is that All Praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.



