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Allah (swt) said, ¢csali ¥ & T3 e & 0sd o ol Ly 0 a8 | salls Gudli ) 135855 Y3 “And do
not incline toward those who oppress, lest you be touched by the Fire, and you would not
have other than Allah any protectors; then you would not be helped.” [TMQ Surah
Hud:113]. This verse should make one pause and awaken the senses of every intelligent
person... Before pondering this noble verse and reflecting upon it, it is necessary to examine the
meanings of incline, inclining and inclination linguistically.

If we consult Arabic dictionaries, we find that “rukun” means tendency and inaction. Al-
Zamakhshari understood “rukun” here to mean « -l Judl» “a facilitating tendency.” Al-Qurtubi
said, « a5 el ) G Sl s eV 5 Aay) iga b S5l “The literal meaning of “rukun” is leaning
and relying, and inaction and content with something.” Qatadah said, «a sxshi ¥ 5 a8 35 Y slixey “Its
meaning is: Do not befriend them, nor obey them.” Ibn Jurayj said, «s&ll sk ¥» “Do not tend
towards them.” Abu al-'Aliyah said, «aeleei | 5ia 55 ¥» “Do not approve of their actions.” All these
interpretations are similar. Ibn Zayd said, «iasy) ba & <5» “Rukun here means flattery.”

Linguists have interpreted “inclination” as simply leaning towards and being at ease with
something. Al-Qurtubi stated that the true meaning of inclination in the language is relying on,
depending on, being at ease with, and being content with something.

Perhaps it is derived from the word “corner,” which is the support of every building. Allah
(swt) said, dusd RS ) @ 3% “Or take refuge in a strong support (rukun)’ [TMQ Surah
Hud:80]. The Noble Quran used the word “corner,” which is the absolute inclination, from which
it is understood, min baab ul oola (for greater reason, or a fortiori), to prohibit supporting and
assisting the people of oppression. The expression “inclination” carries a more profound meaning
regarding the intent of this prohibition, as in the words of Allah (swt) when He (swt) said, i) Lﬁg%
§p B0 il Jao G Cwd aY3YG Glailly Jwills “Indeed, intoxicants, gambling, idols, and
divining arrows are but defilement from the work of Satan, so avoid them.” [TMQ Surah Al-

Ma’idah: 90]. The expression “avoidance” is more emphatic than the expression “Do not drink
intoxicants, nor engage in gambling.”

So, inclination includes, «3ie¥y Jlik¥ly &Sl s Juadl» “tendency, inaction, reassurance, and
dependence,” because being still towards something and being steadfast with it is included in the
meaning of strength. The language encompasses gradual meanings of reliance, starting from
tendency to inaction, then to reassurance, then to dependence, and some of these meanings
lead to others. It is not hidden that oppression is not of one degree, but instead it has types and
degrees. So, if we know that oppression has types and degrees, then it is appropriate that the
prohibition against inclination towards it, in the verse, also be of types and degrees, and that the
meaning of inclination encompasses all of that and includes it, with what this word has stored of
meanings.

The opposite of inclination, as Imam al-Razi mentioned in his commentary, is « &l
“aversion” to those who commit oppression. Therefore, the meanings of the verb “to incline”
(tarakana) do not deviate from actions of the heart, and actions of the limbs. The heart-related
actions include inclination, love, and approval, while the limb-related actions include inaction,
participation in embellishing oppression, and flattering the oppressors through visits,
companionship, sitting with them, speaking highly of them, and relying on them. The lowest level
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of inclination towards the oppressor is failing to prevent him from oppressing others, while the
highest level is embellishing this oppression for him and for others.

We must pause and reflect upon this noble verse:

1. Allah’s saying, ¢isall i B 1385 Y35 “And do not incline toward those who have
wronged.” [TMQ Surah Hud:113] is a prohibition that has not been repeated in the Noble Qur’'an,
and this verse from Surah Hud is unique to it, which included the stories of seven peoples who
are united by their description of oppression and tyranny, in more than one place in the Book of
Allah (swt). The prohibition against inclining toward those who have wronged came at the end of
Surah Hud, after reviewing all the scenarios of oppression and tyranny in the Surah, with the
difference in the structure of power and the structure of despotism related to each people.

The prohibited inclination towards oppression includes being pleased with the actions of the
oppressors, or embellishing and beautifying their ways in the eyes of others, and participating
with them in any of their transgressions and prohibitions. Al-Hasan al-Basri said regarding this
noble verse, «&1s&35 Y3b 413 ¥ab oY 0w &l & Jaax “Allah has placed Deen between two
prohibitions, “And do not be tyrants” [TMQ Surah Taha: 81] and “And do not incline towards
oppression.” [TMQ Surah Hud:113]. Thus, al-Hasan summarized the entirety of Deen in two
points: the prohibition of transgression and the prohibition of inclining towards the oppressors.
This indicates the importance of avoiding inclination towards the oppressors, because it weakens
the Deen and diminishes its standing.

2- Tyranny and inclination towards the oppressors harms society and the state, not
individuals. The danger of inclination to the oppressors is particularly severe when it is practiced
collectively, through the general submission of the citizens to the oppressor. We note in the verse
that the prohibition of oppression, in general, came in the plural form, and the prohibition of
inclination to the oppressors came in the plural form, not the singular, which indicates the danger
of inclination to the oppressors. Wherever tyranny exists in any society, there is a faction of
people who incline towards the oppressors, in whom true righteousness cannot be achieved
because of this inclination.

3- Inclination is often the easiest negative reaction to oppression, whether in feeling or in
action, by not taking any action that indicates aversion to those who have oppressed. However,
mere inaction, not support or tendency, only inaction towards those who have wronged, is
prohibited. As for why the expression, « sl ¢illy “those who have oppressed” was used, not
«oxlblly “the oppressors,” this means that the prohibition in the verse, with which it begins,
addresses the degradation of the desires to “those who have oppressed,” and the attachment to
them, and their companionship and sitting with them, and visiting them, and flattering them, and
being satisfied with their actions, and imitating them, and dressing in their attire, and gazing in
fascination at their adornment, and mentioning them in a way that glorifies them.

Imam Al-Alusi says regarding this verse, 3} oe Gl dlaall & Jaall Ja G135 21518 ¢ sludall ST Candy
el I8 llall b Gatad 5 W ey gy il L ¢ ) (s ) sliady) i Lo glls 4 “Most commentators
have said: If the general tendency is towards those who have committed some oppression,
leading to people being touched by fire, then what do you think of those who are completely
tending towards those firmly rooted in oppression?!” The wording is general, encompassing
every oppressor, whether believer or disbeliever. Al-Qurtubi considered it more likely that the
verse refers to all oppressors in general. Abdullah Ibn Abbas (ra) said regarding this, e Gy 43y
€l ageads Y Lailll o s 5oud) O calun e ol alue o (38 3l Ol sead) “It applies generally without any
distinction between Muslim and non-Muslim, because the lesson is in the generality of the
wording, not the specificity of the reason of revelation.” Imam Al-Shawkani, may Allah have
mercy on him, said, ¥ Lilll asees Jlie¥) S (S0l a0 Jo3ll G G G 8 sy casandl Y1 e Sallally
«dl (e sads “The apparent meaning of the verse is generality, and even if it were assumed that



the reason for its revelation was the mushrikoon, the consideration would be in the generality of
the wording, not the specificity of the reason of revelation.”

4- The noble verse established two consequences of inclination to those who have
oppressed: The first is worldly, which is the lack of nasr (support for victory) and help from Allah
(swt). The second is the punishment of Hellfire in the Hereafter.

These two conclusions are derived from the verse, ¥ & #W3l &e & ¢sd ¢a a1 Ly J0 Aty
4495a“Then the Fire will touch you, and you will have no protectors besides Allah, nor

will you be helped.” [TMQ Surah Hud:113]. It is as if He (swt) is saying to us: If you are content
with the path of the oppressors, follow in their footsteps, and support them in their falsehood, the
Fire of Hell will touch you in the Hereafter, and Allah (swt) will not help you in this world. Instead,
He will abandon you, empower your enemy against you, and forsake you. This is the state of the
jamaah (community) of Muslims today. When you align yourselves with an oppressor, you are in
fact opposing the way of Allah (swt). Therefore, Allah (swt) will forsake you, and no one will help
you, for there is no protector or helper except Allah (swt).

The punishment for mere inclination towards those who have oppressed is, &l 4 ALy
§egpali ¥ a-’ CRE PN 093 &2 “Then the Fire will touch you, and you will have no protectors
besides /AIIah, nor wiII’you be helped.” Here | quote the words of Imam Al-Shawkani, s
Q) G o ¥ Gan i U Labians SIS U0 ol Lallall G ) 3L 45 capd) o sS AN o fOUNT ALGE8Y His
saying, “Then the Fire will touch you” is due to inclination to them, and in it is an indication that

the oppressors are the people of the Fire or are like the Fire, and associating with the Fire
inevitably entails being touched by the Fire.”

There is another subtle point that Al-Mawardi alluded to when he said, WS agalls 2l (s3aidy
Wiy B lai) 4a gl 8 e U 383 &g dadsla L @) I QU 35 “Their oppression will extend to
you as fire extends to burn what is around it, and the mention of fire in this way is a metaphor
and simile.” And in Allah’s saying, §iusal ¥ & i3l e &1 0sd 02 &1 L3p “And you have no
protectors besides Allah, nor will you be helped” is evidence of the great sin of inclination to
those who have oppressed, for whoever takes them as a support to which he resorts and on
which he relies and in whose shade he rests, they will not be protectors or helpers for you to
stand between you and the punishment of Allah (swt) after you have accepted them as
protectors and helpers in this worldly life, and you have become deprived of the protection and
help of Allah (swt) through them.

4- The scourge of this world is inclining towards oppressors, for inclining towards them only
encourages them to persist in their oppression and spread it. Inclining towards oppressors,
especially by ulema, is extremely dangerous and its evil is widespread. It begins with
approaching them initially, and then many of these ulema soon come to consider their words
permissible, accept their justifications for their actions, and are even deceived by their words.
Then they become complacent in accepting their gifts and favors, and their tongues fall silent.
Their approach transforms from an approach for the sake of Allah (swt) and seeking His pleasure
into an approach driven by self-interest and inclination towards them and their worldly luxury and
oppression of people.

There is no protection from that except piety towards Allah (swt), sincerity in doing work for
His sake, feeling His awe and greatness, and standing before Him.

This Imam al-Zuhri, despite his high standing in knowledge, came to associate with the
rulers. During this association, a sincere brother advised him of danger to his Deen. So, he wrote
to him, admonishing and reminding him, 3sex o e el i Jiay Gnpal 28 (il o S U Gl 2 Lildle
Glo Gl 2 38T Gl cads A (e clale 5 Al e B clagh Loy il Aa G 385 1508 B Cannal claa g ) &l
187 0l e 1 {435550 V5 (AL 235 adla s 20 QB cLlal “May Allah (swt) protect us and you, Abu Bakr,
from trials. You have reached a state where whoever knows you should pray for you and ask



Allah (swt) to have mercy on you. You have become an old man, and Allah’s blessings have
weighed heavily upon you because of what He has granted you of His Book and taught you of
the Sunnah of His Prophet (saw). This is not how Allah (swt) took the covenant from the ulema.
Allah (swt) said, “You must make it clear to the people and not conceal it [TMQ Surah Aal-i
Imran:187]."

He then said, 35 el oae 3 il Jaw iy olldal) L ol A 2lainl Lo Caal 5 o)) Lo Sl & e
S eld o samian Wl g aeid ) e (s ind 1oy caedlaly oy clile o Uk o 3331 Aol am Sl &5 ol clia
15320 Lo 581 Loy cclile 15003 Lo cin (8 el | sae Lo Sl Lad o Sleall Cigli oy (a5 celalall o ol Sl (5% aedSla
& gl T el 5 st § g Ual il anthy foa CillABlragsd b U8 e (585 o liash Leb iy e e |l Lo a3 e
4042 4L Cijud “Know that the least of what you have committed, and the lightest of what you

have borne, is that you have comforted the oppressor and facilitated the path of error by your
closeness to those who neither fulfilled the truth nor abandoned falsehood. When they drew you
near, they made you a central figure, the millstone of their falsehood grinding around you, a
bridge they crossed to reach their calamity, a ladder they climbed to ascend to their misguidance.
They instilled doubt in the minds of ulema through you, and they led the hearts of the ignorant
astray through you. How little they built for you, compared to what they destroyed! How much
they took from you compared to what they corrupted of your Deen! What makes you certain that
you are not among those of whom Allah (swt) said, “Then there came after them a generation
who neglected Salah and followed their desires; so they will meet the punishment of
destruction.” [TMQ Surah Maryam:59]?”

He then said, ) juas s &3l i s fin 410 38 eelin o (J80 Y e clle Jaings Jons ¥ G Jalad ol
Al s celand) (& Y5 () e 8 e A e 83 Ly <dmdl “You deal with one who is not ignorant, and
He (swt) Who protects you is not negligent. So treat your Deen, for it has become sick, and
prepare your provisions, for the long journey has arrived. Nothing is hidden from Allah (swt) on
earth or in heaven. And Salaams.”

It is narrated that a man came to Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal and said, 8 xe s Jeel U ala) L
T4 At gall Gl ) TSRS Yap c s Al e iy Jed el “O Imam, | work as a tailor for
oppressive rulers. Does the Almighty’s saying apply to me: ‘And do not incline toward those who
do wrong, lest you be touched by the Fire’?”

Imam Ahmad said, « sl il ) 1585 5l ge sed Tadl) oy 2 W o salls 03 e <l o “Instead,
you are among those who have oppressed others, while the one who sells you the thread is
among those who have inclined to the oppressors.”

If we apply Imam Ahmad’s standard to those who defend the oppressors, conceal their
oppression, justify their actions, pity them, or support them in some of their oppression, which

group do they belong to? Especially when we consider the rest of the verse, Tsatls &l ) i3&35 Y30
IV ¥ogali ¥ & BTG (e &1 0sd 0a a8 Ly 8 A “And do not incline toward those who do
wrong, lest you be touched by the Fire, and you would not have other than Allah any
protectors; then you would not be helped.” So, O you who incline toward the oppressors,
support them, and justify their crimes! Do you not know that you are partners with them in their

crime?! And you draw closer to be among those who sold their Deen for the worldly gain of
others!

Isn’t it time for you to reconsider your stance towards the tyrants and oppressive criminals
after all this bloodshed and destruction in Gaza and other Muslim countries, and the crimes and
corruption that these oppressors are committing on earth?!



