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Visionless Pakistani Government Intensifies Secularisation of its
Education System to Please its Western Masters

Out of the many issues faced by the Pakistani Education system, the most dangerous is the
secularization of the middle school because polluted ideas, can cause irreparable damage to the
future generation. The roots of the secularization propaganda lie in the missionary invasion of the
Muslim lands which took place before the fall of the Caliphate. In the Asian sub-continent it
started earlier than the Arab areas, as soon as the Mughal rule finished. Lord Macaulay’s
statement of replacing India’s old and ancient education system which was based upon Islam, to
kill the people’s pride in their Islamic culture and heritage, so that they engender a love and
acceptance for the English language and culture till it is followed as a holy scripture. A report
from the “Center for Research and Security Studies” highlights what the colonialists view as the
problem with the Pakistani curriculum. It states: Class 4 and 5 books ‘are bursting with anti-Hindu
and anti-Sikh themes. By Class 6, anti-Christian, anti-British and anti-European indoctrination
begins. Children are taught that the “Christians and Europeans were not happy to see the
Muslims flourishing in life.” Anti-Jewish postulations are introduced in Class 7. In Classes 9-10,
the ‘importance of Jihad’ is cultivated. Relevant text it quoted, says that mentioning the 1965
India Pakistan war portrays India as evil, also the separation of East Pakistan is taught as an
Indian conspiracy.

In Pakistan, the secular agenda is working in two different ways; one is in the
government/public sector where a specially designed syllabus to control and enslave the minds
of children with secular ideas to serve the interests of the government’s US masters is imposed
on the students and they are supposed to take it as a necessary medicine, whatever the effects.
Curricula in Pakistan have always been played with according to the rulers’ political interest at
the time. For example, in the period of Zia ul Haq, the need of the time was to play with the
Islamic emotions of the people to fight the USSR, so he made Islamiyat compulsory from primary
school to University level. Arabic language from class 6 was introduced in the public schools and
was stopped later without any explanation. In the Musharraf era interests changed as Pakistan
joined America in its War on Terror against Islam and the Muslims. Hence American instructions
were followed, this time to remove jihad from the syllabi. Musharraf also announced an
Education Sector Reform (ESR), aimed at modernizing the education system through curriculum
reform. One of the major objectives of the ESR was the setting up of a more secular education
system, amidst increasing international pressure and concern about so-called Islamic extremism
in Pakistan. After 9/11 US President George Bush said: "President Musharraf has shown great
leadership” but there were occasions when he had to talk to President Musharraf to remind him
of the need to change some of his policies, particularly Pakistan's education policy.

Over many decades, Pakistan’s education system has been subjected to continuous de-
Islamisization agendas and programmes at the hand of Western colonial governments and
institutions. However, the country’s involvement in the War on Terror has intensified this agenda
to colonize the minds of Pakistan’s children. Now it is portrayed as a battle against the so-called
fundamentalists who the Western colonialists and their puppet regime claim have an Islamic
mindset and are the biggest enemies of education. This is used as an excuse by the Government
to further eradicate the teaching of Islamic history and Islamiat texts. A selective version of
history is taught and our glorious Islamic heritage is ignored. And chapters on Malala Yousufzai,
the golden-girl of the West, and Arfa Kareem have been added in the social studies book for
Grade 4, while chapters on the western-serving rulers, Benazir Bhutto and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
are going to be a part of grades 5 and 6, respectively.

Furthermore, Islam and studies of Islam should be the core of all knowledge for a Muslim.
However, in 2004 during a National Assembly session, Education Minister Zubaida Jalal in reply
to a question from Laiq Khan (MMA, Sindh) about whether and why Quranic verses had been
omitted from biology books for the intermediate first year stated, "The inclusion of Quranic verses
is not a requirement of curriculum.” In 2006, certain changes were made to the primary syllabus
and Islamiat-related content was omitted from all other subjects. In 2006 the government



announced another series of reforms and a Pakistan Education Task Force (PETF) was set up to
reduce and reverse the level of Islamization of the education system by keeping Islamic
instructions restricted to specifically Islamic studies and out of other general subjects. A revised
curriculum guide was formulated whose provisions included, the reduction of Islamic instructions,
the introduction of “the role of minorities in Pakistan” for grades 8-10, emphasis on the role of
minorities in the creation of Pakistan and pre-Islamic history.

69 percent of educational institutions in Pakistan are public, thus under government
supervision. The federal Ministry of Education is responsible for curriculum, syllabus, planning,
policy and standards. Then there are provincial curriculum centers working on studies schemes
based on the national policy, market demand and global issues. Market demand and global
issues are often defined by NGOs, which are foreign-funded and act according to their interests.
Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar last year admitted that several NGOs in Pakistan are backed by
the US, India and Israel and the NGO, “Save the Children”, was asked to leave the country for its
involvement with the CIA and the tracking down of Usama Bin Laden.

Last year, the US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), in consultation
with a local Pakistan-based NGO, Peace and Education Foundation, issued a report
recommending further review of Pakistani textbooks. The report, entitled, “Teaching Intolerance
in Pakistan - Religious Bias in Public School Textbooks” recommended that in the name of so-
called ‘Religious Tolerance’, overemphasis on Islam as being the “only correct” faith should be
eliminated from school textbooks. It also criticized the prominent trend in school books of
glorifying Jihad and war heroes, particularly the Islamic conquest of Sindh by Muhammad ibn
Qasim. In addition, it aimed towards the mention of other Islamic beliefs in the education
curricula. One example quoted as being problematic was that, “The Islamic religion, culture and
social system are different from non-Muslims...” The report also recommended that secular
international norms on religious freedoms be reflected in textbooks’ contents and that absolutely
no content should be taught that celebrates one religion at the expense of another. Furthermore,
it argued that the curriculum should inculcate a sense of constructive patriotism and that heroes
from all religious minorities should be included in textbooks. According to the USCIRF, a maijority
of their so-called “examples of religious intolerance” (equated to basic Islamic beliefs) published
in their previous 2011 report, “Connecting the Dots: Education and Religious Discrimination in
Pakistan” had already been removed from textbooks by local authorities.

In the Private sector social and moral values are attacked by creating doubts about religion
in the name of debate and discussion. Exposure to western culture through textbooks and extra
literature and videos in the name of interactive learning is common. History books taught in
middle school include chapters on Islamic history, which many students have complained are
taught so as to show the acceptability of taking disbelievers as close allies and friends, even
though the Qur'an in Surah al-Maa’idah, verse 51 prohibits this. In literature, the western view on
love and romance is introduced through poetry and novels from a very young age. For example,
Romeo and Juliet is taught in grade 8. Non-Islamic doctrines are being taught under the guise of
Islamiat, including details about all religions such as Judaism and Hinduism. There have even
been cases of non-Muslim teachers teaching Islamiat and daring to mock Islamic history and
insult famous personalities of Islamic history, including the Companions of the Holy Prophet
(saw).

As many private schools offer O’ and ‘A’ Levels, their syllabi and books are imported from
Britain because these exams are conducted by boards in the UK which demand that curricula
should meet their standards. This shows the old link between our education and our colonial
masters who ended the madrassa system and introduced the formal secular education system in
the country. Islamiat and Pakistan studies for O’ level students were made compulsory in the
time of Zia ul Haq so that their certificate would meet the college requirements. Earlier they
started missionary schools and right now all public and private schools are knowingly or
unknowingly playing the role of those missionary schools. In literature, the fine arts, history, and
even in the sciences, for example, children are exposed to material that goes against their
Islamic beliefs. For instance, children of grade 6 would spend months studying about Egyptian
civilization and making clay models of mummies, while Islamic rule over Egypt will be completely
ignored as according to their view it has nothing worthy enough to discuss.



Alongside all this, boys and girls are encouraged to do group studies and research projects,
in which they have to spend a lot of time together in and out of the institutions. Music, dance, and
late-night concerts are also a norm, even in the public sector, as it is considered an affordable
source of entertainment. Drugs are also common in these institutions, however administrations
are acting blind to this silent slow physical and psychological destruction of the youth. In
November last year, a shocking report prepared by a NGO stated that 44 to 53% of students in
elite private schools in Islamabad were addicted to drugs. Students claimed they obtained the
intoxicants from fellow pupils, street vendors or even teachers. The average age of those
addicted to drugs in these private schools is 12-19, but some as young as 8 have been reported.
It's also not uncommon to hear of a young death every now and then from drug overdose.
Recently a boy from the most reputable university was found dead in his hostel room because of
heroine abuse. The irony is, that the administrations in the name of their reputation refuse to
address the issue.

In addition, a programme which is given much importance in the country is “Model United
Nations” (MUN). In this programme, students have to study the policies and aims of foreign
powers and then defend them. Every type of competition from photography to debates is a part
of the MUN, and most of these competitions are followed by mixed boys and girls dinners,
dances and games nights.

Furthermore, teacher training is done directly by foreign organisations or local organisations
funded by the West. Teachers are sent to countries like the USA and India for training
programmes. Recently a group of 50 Pakistani teachers left for Beijing to learn the Chinese
language and culture on the invitation of the Chinese government. Considering China a friend
shows that the rulers of Pakistan have no feeling for the Muslims of Xinjiang who have been
brutally repressed and persecuted for practicing their Deen in the country. Allah (swt) says,
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“O you who believe! Take not as (your) Bitanah (advisors, consultants, protectors,
helpers, friends, etc.) those outside your religion (pagans, Jews, Christians, and
hypocrites) since they will not fail to do their best to corrupt you. They desire to harm you
severely. Hatred has already appeared from their mouths, but what their breasts conceal
is far worse. Indeed We have made plain to you the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses) if you
understand.” [3:118]

USAID, which was founded in 1961, is spending money to bring education reform in
Pakistan. We may think this aid a blessing, but in reality it is an affliction and a blight. It is the
absence of Islamic culture from the society and education system that is causing the intellectual
mutation of our youth towards the western thoughts and lifestyle. The implementation of the
Islamic education system within a state that comprehensively applies the Islamic beliefs and laws
upon the people is the only way to inculcate Islamic thoughts in these young minds. Article 170 of
Hizb ut Tahrir's Draft Constitution for the Khilafah states, “The Islamic creed constitutes the basis
upon which the education policy is built. The syllabi and methods of teaching are designed to
prevent any departure from this basis.”

Now is the time to stand up and stop the corrupt and deceptive secular agenda of the West
afflicting our future generation and the Ummah generally, and to bring back the time when
Muslims excelled in education and made huge contributions in science and technology without
compromising their belief? We have seen that your protests against the fee hike in Private
Schools caused government and private institutions to take action so understand the powers you
have and that these powers can shake the thrones of these colonial puppets. The Khilafah is
truly the need of time to protect the Deen of this Ummah, and by Allah’s will and our efforts it will
protect our children from this plague of secularism.
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